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The power of persuasion
Persuasion is a central motif in Maurits Hansen’s short story “The Shepherd’s Horn”.
Persuasion plays an important role and is very significant instrument for narration of the story. Hansen proved the usage of such an implemented tool. 
“The Shepherd’s Horn” narrates the love story of two lovers Ragnhild and Guttorm. Thord, the father of Ragnhild, protect his daughter from having‘abusive’ relationships for her. There are also child born out of wedlock, who is to be Ragnhild’s and Guttorm’s daughter named in the end of the story Caroline in honor of the story-teller. Therefore, sweethearts were forced to hide their child form their parents and conceal their relations as well in fear of being blamed. However, Caroline, the narrator of the story, helped to unite the whole family and reconcile them. Thord was impressed by narrators’ power of persuasion and worshipped it.
Caroline is very interested through the whole story and to the end of it. Without his curious diligence, there would not have been a successful conclusion. There were the symbolism of the sound of the enigmatic horn, which has awoke Caroline from his mysterious dream and put him into the great love story. Romanticism of the story touched Caroline nevertheless he firstly had an eye on the woman. “Then Ragnhild came to me, wanted to share misery and joy with me - and then I was strong enough to withstand hope of a lasting connection with her” (Hansen, 3). 
Caroline managed to persuade Guttorm and Ragnhild to confess their parents and reveal the child to them. It is the first example of the invincible mighty of persuasion that one encounters in the story. Such an influential approach induced the loving couple to introduce the child to his grandparents. Having heard the story Caroline coped with persuasion the couple to uncover their true story: “The tears streamed down over my cheeks. I grabbed the child, stood up and said: Have courage children! It will surely turn out well!” Under anxious objections I carried it so far, that they put their faith in my hands” (Hansen, 3). Thereafter the storyteller got down to business of finding Thord. 
As Ragnhild and Guttorm had been concealing everything including their relations and the child, and Caroline managed to persuade them easily to uncover the truth as well as lately he convinced the father to accept their children proves the Caroline ability of persuasion to be of high quality. In addition, he did not reveal the truth at once but firstly begun an instructive tale about parental feelings, the equality of all people no matter how they were poor or rich, referred to the Bible… Earlier Thord refused to accept Guttorm as a husband of his daughter because the last one was a poor man, no matter how many efforts Guttorm made to become deserving Ragnhild. “Touching was in Ragnhild’s mouth the story about… how diligent Guttorm had been at the pastor’s in order to educate himself to be a school master, thereby becoming worthy to possess Ragnhild, - how no prayers, no tears had been able to convince Thord to permit his daughter’s connection with a poor man from outside the family” (Hansen, 3). 
So at last persuasion won: Then Thord “burst into tears and said: “God forgive me, as I now want to forgive!” (Hansen, 3). The power and mighty of persuasion is great and wonderful. It is only important to use it correctly and in appropriate aims.
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