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A motif of wandering in Zhuangzi
Roaming is a central motif in Zhuangzi. There are many examples of wandering in the text. It can be roaming in reality or, instead, the walking without special and temporal boundaries. Such kind of hanging around concerns the Daoist and it is an effect of his reflections. Daoist’s spiritual journey is an operation of his self-obtaining. He is divided into the world’s unities such as harmony and coherence. Therefore, these unities help to vision the angle of the world and the Daoist himself.
The first chapter of the Inner part of Zhuangzi “Free and Easy Wandering” (Xiao yao you) is a metaphor of the coming-to-be of being. The metamorphosis of the immense Northern Sea fish Kun into the bird of the same scale named Peng symbolizes this metaphor. Therefore, the transformed bird starts its long-term journey to the Southern Sea.
Zhuangzi pictures “the difference between small and big” contrasting the scorn of small things such as cicada or the little pigeon at the Peng (Zhuangzi, n.pag.). The tiny things cannot wholly understand the wandering of a bird to the limit because of their scanty experience. The Peng has the back “like the Tai mountain, while its wings are like clouds all round the sky…it bears on its back the blue sky…” (Zhuangzi, n.pag.).
The motion approaches the remote things to the nearest ones. The free wondering helps the Peng to admire and ponder over the true color of the sky; tameless horses and dust are not the only things in the focus of his attention. The bird thinks whether the blue is the true color of heaven or the infinity while feeling and seeing the vast that its wings hold.

Therefore, the liberty can only be achieved by non-action in the world’s midst. There is no other way to provide people’s living the similar unexpectedness and freedom as they go through in the real world:

 Non-action (makes its exemplifier) the lord of all fame; non-action (serves him as) the treasury of all plans; non-action (fits him for) the burden of all offices; non-action (makes him) the lord of all wisdom. The range of his action is inexhaustible, but there is nowhere any trace of his presence. He fulfils all that he has received from Heaven, but he does not see that he was the recipient of anything. (Zhuangzi, n.pag.).
Zhuangzi contrasts the agitation of the weasel that in searching for its prey, suffers destruction to the free roaming. It is obvious that people dazzled by their obsessional ideas and desires cannot succeed in life and make their wandering flourishing. Finally, such people meet a tragic end of the weasel. Thus, only free roaming can assist in accessing the Dao and enjoy intrinsic liberty.

 “Free Wandering” can also be interpreted differently as a message destined to convince people to forget their misgivings and troubles, not to worry about anything, and commence the unforgettable roaming through the imaginary universe of Zhuangzi.
The chapter ends with a Zhuangzi’s analogy between an immense tree and his own philosophical worldview. The reader is obliged to set that tree in a non-existent place which and watch it fructify because that is the only place of the spirit roam freely.
Wondering in Zhuangzi has a special philosophic meaning. The author insists on abandoning any frets and worries, troubles of the outer and inner world to access the genuine freedom and not to be trapped like a weasel. Only abstracted mind can be truly free and happy, can meet his final destination in Taoist harmony and coherence with the Universe.
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