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The Analysis of the Ghost Map 
The book under review is “The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic - and How it Changed Science, Cities and the Modern World” by Steven Johnson. The book is about a huge outbreak of devastating cholera in London in 1854. About two million residents clustered into nearly 10-mile environmental area, the spotlight of travelling and commerce abound with humans from different parts of the world. They make progress in the old-fashioned things as well as in the modern ones.
There are two main protagonists in the book. The first one is Dr. John Snow. The scientific society ignored his ideas about infection being brought with a water in the Broad Street Pump. In those times, scientists thought the contagion is in poisonous vapors in the air, and that is a mistake. Later Snow draw a map that explores the symptoms of disease in connection with its source. The other protagonist in the story, Henry Whitehead, inquired the local community about the disease. Frankly speaking, Johnson demonstrates that the progress of society is tightly connected with finding solutions to its problems. Particularly refuse disposal and health technique improved greatly since scientists researched the cholera outburst problem.
Such themes are covered in the books as the interaction between culture and techniques, the emergence phenomenon (tiny interrelated components are built into more complex structural elements), and as always the favorite urban theme about high cultural, scientific and political development of metropolis and the influence it makes on society. It is enthralling how Johnson depicts Snow’s every day cares and risks in order just to show how the epidemic spread. With enthralling suspense, Johnson chronicles Snow's day-by-day efforts as he risks his own life to prove how the epidemic is being spread.

Writing style of the paper 
The book includes definite and fair research with a laconic and understandable writing style and an intriguing narrative line to keep the reader in suspension. It is a medical detective book and a thriller, a paean to urban life, as well. Johnson makes use of all the fine points of journalism, history science and sociology. No one can object to the trustworthiness of his researches.

Johnson declares in a concise prologue “This is a story with four protagonists: a deadly bacterium, a vast city, and two gifted but very different men… It is the story of a map that lies at the intersection of all those different vectors, a map created to help make sense of an experience that defied human understanding. It is also a case study in how change happens in human society... More than anything else, though, it is an argument for seeing the defining moments in the invention of modern life” (Johnson, n.pag.).
The chapters of the “Ghost Map” interface the epidemic days some diversions are present. Thus, Johnson walks in directions of scientific and history events. The opening chapters demonstrate the way the epidemic initiated. Then the author begun to picture London in the Victorian epoch touching the foul and disgusting living conditions of more than 3 million people. He tracks the cholera from the historical point of view and depicts its life cycle as well as its lethal effect on infected humans. Johnson makes evident that this crucial disease could be regarded the result of urban infrastructure being overcrowded.
The medical scientists of that time thought that the agents in the air spread the plague. That disgusting vapors caused disease, and Johnson showed how complicated it has been to prove that the disease is not air-spread but water-spread. Snow, an independent scientist, but he re-collected himself to prove what killed Londoners. The jargon used is only medical professionalisms in the book e.g. bacterium, intersection, cholera etc.
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In addition, this is the place where the titular map appears. The months passed after the outburst of disease and Snow convinced the government to shift the handle from the Broad Street pump. Directly connected with the wall, the “ghost” map demonstrated the allocation of lethal cases. Moreover, this map became the means of persuading the officials designing a proper system of sewers and ascertaining that water service and sewage remained isolated from each other.
The final chapters of the book demonstrate Johnsons’ extrapolation from the London plague outburst to the defiance encountering the 21st century, especially those connected with different sorts of terrorism. He starts paying tribute to urban civilizations as a trustworthy embodiment of life and the spot where cultures and thoughts blend, foment, and induce to changing. Snow is like a modern professional or official, and Whitehead is a blogger or all-knowing person, independent “detective” in Johnson’s eyes.
The narrative mighty is not enough in the final chapters of “The Ghost Map”, but there the aforementioned conclusions are developed. However, these chapters are worth reading, and with the former two-thirds of this enthralling book, Johnson has conquered the readers’ attention.
Trustworthiness of author
The author gives accurate information in the book. He appeals to the history and science as reliable sources, as well as give an account of Snow’s and other protagonists’ actions. Even if, there is some inaccurate info, the readers still listen it without any doubt. Snow has an authority over people, besides he is the one who in his day-by-day efforts managed to prove the real case of damage and saved the people. Diligence is the mother of success.
Subject matter
The book is very interesting to read, it is a luxurious source of the history and science in times of cholera. It stands in people’s personal interest because being ignorant of native people’s history can be a fault. The subject matter of the book concerns microbiology and other studies. It makes people fall to thinking about the universal problems are more frightful than a mere daily routine and trifles.

Accessibility 
The information is in a book is useful both for scientists and for simple readers. People who want to know anything about cholera and its outbreaks in London in 1850s will find “The Ghost Map” one of the best sources ever. Besides the use of visual methods such as map, make the process of reading more compelling and attention grabbing. The book is easy to read, and this easiness helps to get the most of information of the book without any difficulty. 

Usefulness 

The subject matter and the theme discovered in the book are useful for modern readers. Times change, but the days of yore are the stirring times. People should listen to the voice of forbears that give the infinite and eternal wisdom for generations. The newly born scientists, historians, medical workers will find an inexhaustible source of knowledge here. Anyone who is interesting in the world’ biggest problems, incurable diseases and methods of solving the most urgent issues will read it. The book also gives a strict amount of events, years of people and Snow’s struggle in order to be heard: “And so the megacities of the twenty-first century will have to learn all over again the lessons that London muddled through in the nineteenth…” (Johnson, n.pag.)
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