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Annotation. This article comprises analysis of development history of concepts on civil society in foreign law and political practice. Different views of scientists concerning the notion of civil society are studied. Two viewpoint groups  - classical liberalism and etatism on the institution of civil society and its interaction with state have been analyzed.
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Introduction. Development of Kazakhstan as a dynamic, modern state with high living standarts is possible only on the basis of activation of human potential,  citizens' initiative, further development and growth of civil society.

 The task of building a modern democratic, civil society in the republic has become an integral part of the course of our state since Kazakhstan's independence.  The program goals of creating a democratic, civil society and legal state were already in the first constitutional documents - the Declaration of State Sovereignty (1990), the Constitutional Law of Kazakhstan "About State Independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan" (1991) and the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 1993.

The strategy of democratic modernization at the highest legal level was also reflected in the Constitution of RK in 1995, according to Article 1 that "The Republic of Kazakhstan proclaims itself a democratic, secular, legal and social state whose highest values ​​are a human being, his life, rights and freedoms" [1].

