22 years ago... a day that changed the world’s history
April, 26 – the 22nd anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster and we must reflect on the impact of the day that changed the world’s history. Chernobyl was not just a technogenic accident. It was a human tragedy of an unimaginable scale. And the most shocking is that the number of people who died or who now have chronic diseases as a result of Chernobyl appeared to be many-fold higher than was thought originally.
1:24 A.M., April 26, 1986, one of the four blocks of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant went up in smoke. But not smoke alone. Smoke and radiation. When the accident happened, the explosion and subsequent fire sent a cloud of radioactive particles high into the air and it continued for 10 days before being brought under control. The radioactive particles released in the cloud were detected as Iodine-131, Cesium-137, Strontium-90 and the worst contaminated area was the 30km zone surrounding the reactor.
Those days the winds blew North, i.e. to Byelorussia and Russia, as the result, these countries suffered not less than Ukraine – the country where the catastrophe happened. It is important to remember that radiation doesn’t care about directions and borders, national and social set-ups. That is why measurable hotspots of radiation were recorded throughout Europe and even as far as the USA and Japan.

According to experts in consequence of the Chernobyl disaster:

· 50.000 square kilometers in 12 regions of the Ukrainian territory were contaminated;
· 3.2 million people including one million children were affected by the disaster;
· About 600.000 people were involved in the recovery and clean up of Chernobyl aftermath;
· 200.000 people received high doses of radiation;
· About 170.000 Chernobyl victims died over the first 10 years after the catastrophe happened.
But is the statistics the most important thing? This day in the world’s history is a time to remember the human sufferings caused by that fateful event. This month a lot of photo exhibitions all over the world will open portraits of those living with the pernicious after-effects of the radiation of Chernobyl. The bedridden children with cancerous/oncological diseases who must be permanently turned in excruciating pain. The parents who suffer from chronic radiation-related diseases themselves. It is here where we should look - into the eyes of these people - when we talk about the people who suffered from the Chernobyl disaster.
Chernobyl is not just a historical event that happened 22 years ago. It still has a massive impact. The number of people who will get sick and die because of the radiation of Chernobyl is still rising and, what is the most shocking, will do for many decades to come.
Anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster is the kind of anniversary you never wish for. We must ensure that no more Chernobyls ever take place again. We must feel certain that we do everything possible to help people, who suffered from the Chernobyl tragedy. And we must be sure that radiation isn’t taking harmful affect on us.
Radiation matters! Working in a field of Radiation Safety, we try to prevent probability of such disaster in the future...
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