
	Army or prison? Nationalist MP proposes manning Russian military forces with convicts 



A State Duma deputy lawmaker from nationalist party LDPR is putting together a draft law that, if passed, would allow men of conscription age convicted for petty crimes to choose military service instead of prison sentences.
Aleksey Didenko said in press comments that replacing prison sentences with army service would make the correction of first-time offenders more humane and also would help to address the current shortage of places in prison camps.
“The problem of overcrowded prisons has existed in our country for a long time. We have had two nationwide amnesties over the past five years and experts have pointed out that certain types of offenders, such as those convicted for economic crimes, should be punished by methods other than imprisonment. We suggest that men who commit a non-violent crime for the first time be allowed to undergo correction through military service,” Didenko told Izvestia daily, adding that in his view the military forces were even more effective as a correctional institution than the Russian prison system.
The new rules could be applied to people convicted for offences such as systematically evading child support payments or for computer hacking, Didenko noted.
According to the Russian Defense Ministry, over 150,000 people were summoned for conscript service in the forces during the spring draft of 2015. Some 3,500 people are now listed as draft dodgers.
The head of the Public Council with the Moscow City Directorate of the Justice Ministry Elena Zelenova (prisons and penal colonies in Russia fall under the supervision of the ministry) said in comments that similar proposals had already been made in Russia, but none ever made it into an actual draft bill.
“I raised the issue about 10 years ago when they started turning penal colonies for underage criminals into educational centers. I asked the boys if they would prefer to become soldiers when they turn 18 instead of staying behind bars and most of them wanted to join the forces,” Zelenova said. She added that she personally considered the initiative very beneficial for the community because “after the military service boys become men and after exiting penal colonies only 10 percent remain normal [law-abiding] people.”
In 2006, Russia shortened the length of conscription service from two years to just one. At the same time the number of official exceptions from the draft was reduced and the hiring of contract soldiers was boosted. In 2012, the number of professional soldiers in the Russian military forces was about 170,000 and in May President Vladimir Putin told the senior commanders that this number should be further increased, reaching 425,000 in the next few years. The total number of active military personnel in Russia is about 1 million.
In late 2013, Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu said in a TV interview that there were no plans to fully abandon military conscription and switch to professional armed forces in the foreseeable future, but he promised that conscripts would no longer be used in combat missions.
	Армия или тюрьма? Депутат Государственной думы Федерального Собрания РФ от националистической партии предлагает укомплектовать вооружённые силы осужденными

Депутат Государственной Думы от националистической партии ЛДПР предлагает законопроект, который, в случае его принятия, позволит мужчинам призывного возраста, осужденных за преступления средней тяжести, выбрать военную службу в качестве отбывания наказания вместо тюремного заключения.
Алексей Диденко пояснил прессе, что замена тюремного заключения службой в армии сделает наказание лиц, впервые совершивших преступление, более гуманным и также поможет решить текущую проблему с нехваткой мест в тюремных лагерях.
Проблема переполненных тюрем существовала в нашей стране в течение долгого времени. За последние пять лет у нас было две общенациональных амнистии, и эксперты подчеркнули, что к  определённым категориям преступников, осужденных за экономические преступления, следует применять, вместо лишения свободы, другие методы наказания. «По нашему мнению, мужчинам, впервые совершившим преступления ненасильственного характера, должна предоставляться возможность отбывать наказание посредством прохождения  военной службы» - заявил Диденко в интервью ежедневной газете «Известия», добавив, что, по его мнению, вооружённые силы даже более эффективный воспитательный институт, чем Российская тюремная система.
Диденко подметил, что новые законы могут применяться в отношении лиц, признанных виновными в систематической неуплате алиментов и компьютерном хакерстве.
По информации Министерства Обороны РФ, в ходе весеннего призыва 2015 года на военную службу поступило свыше 150 тысяч человек. Около трёх с половиной тысяч призывников сейчас считаются уклонистами.
Председатель Общественного совета при УФСИН России по г. Москве Елена Зеленова (тюрьмы и исправительные колонии находятся под контролем Министерства юстиции) заявила, что похожие предложения в России уже выдвигались, но ни одно из них не переросло в реальный законопроект. 
«Я поднимала данный вопрос около 10 лет назад, когда воспитательные колонии для несовершеннолетних стали превращать в образовательные центры. Я спрашивала парней, предпочтут ли они стать солдатами, когда им исполнится 18, вместо того, чтобы находиться за решёткой, и большинство из них хотели вступить в вооружённые силы,» - рассказала Зеленова. Она добавила, что сама лично считала данную инициативу очень полезной для общества, потому что после военной службы парни  становятся мужчинами, а после выхода из воспитательных колоний только 10% остаются нормальными (законопослушными) людьми.
В 2006 году в России была сокращена продолжительность срочной службы от двух лет до всего лишь одного. При этом число официальных освобождений от призыва уменьшилось, а число служащих по контракту – увеличилось. В 2012 году количество профессиональных солдат в российских вооружённых силах составляло приблизительно 170 тысяч, но, более того, в мае того же года Президент Владимир Путин дал поручение старшему командному составу, чтобы это число достигло 425 тысяч в ближайшие несколько лет. Общее же количество действующего личного состава вооружённых сил России составляет примерно миллион людей.
В конце 2013 года Министр Обороны РФ Сергей Шойгу заявил в телевизионном интервью, что никто не планирует полностью отказаться от призыва в армию и перейти исключительно на службу по контракту в обозримом будущем, но он пообещал, что солдаты-срочники не будут задействованы в боевых операциях.
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Russian politics

A State Duma deputy lawmaker from nationalist party LDPR is putting together a draft law that, if passed, would allow men
of conscription age convicted for petty crimes to choose military service instead of prison sentences.

Aleksey Didenko said in press comments that replacing prison sentences with army service would make the correction of
first-time offenders more humane and also would help to address the current shortage of places in prison camps,

“The problem of overcrowded prisons has existed in our country for a long time. We have had two nationwide amnesties over
the past five years and experts have pointed out that certain types of offenders, such as those convicted for economic crimes,
should be punished by methods other than imprisonment. We suggest that men who commit a non-violent crime for the first Armata T-14: 10 things we know about Russia’s state-
time be allowed to undergo correction through military service,” Didenko told Izvestia daily, adding that in his view the of-the-art tank

‘military forces were even more effective as a correctional institution than the Russian prison system.

The new rules could be applied to people convicted for offences such as systematically evading child support payments or
for computer hacking, Didenko noted.

READ MORE: DM Shoigu asks Putin to launch obligatory military training for il Russian governors

According to the Russian Defense Ministry, over 150,000 people were summoned for conscript service in the forces during
the spring draft of 2015. Some 3,500 people are now listed as draft dodgers.

The head of the Public Council with the Moscow City Directorate of the Justice Ministry Elena Zelenova (prisons and penal
colonies in Russia fall under the supervision of the ministry) said in comments that similar proposals had already been
made in Russia, but none ever made it into an actual draft bill. The Multimillion Pound Redesign Of Britain's 2nd
Largest City

Financial Times

I raised the issue about 10 years ago when they started turning penal colonies for underage criminals into educational
centers. | asked the boys f they would prefer to become soldiers when they turn 18 instead of staying behind bars and most of
them wanted to join the forces,” Zelenova said. She added that she personally considered the initiative very beneficial for
the community because “after the military service boys become men and after exiting penal colonies only 10 percent remain
normal [law-abiding] people.”

READ MORE: Russia will never fully abandon military draft - defense minister

In 2006, Russia shortened the length of conscription service from two years to just one. At the same time the number of
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for computer hacking, Didenko noted.

READ MORE: DM Shoigu asks Putin to launch obligatory military training for il Russian governors

According to the Russian Defense Ministry, over 150,000 people were summoned for conscript service in the forces during
the spring draft of 2015. Some 3,500 people are now listed as draft dodgers.

The head of the Public Council with the Moscow City Directorate of the Justice Ministry Elena Zelenova (prisons and penal
colonies in Russia fall under the supervision of the ministry) said in comments that similar proposals had already been

made in Russia, but none ever made it into an actual draft bill. The Multimillion Pound Redesign Of Britain's 2nd

Largest City

Financial Times

I raised the issue about 10 years ago when they started turning penal colonies for underage criminals into educational
centers. | asked the boys f they would prefer to become soldiers when they turn 18 instead of staying behind bars and most of
them wanted to join the forces,” Zelenova said. She added that she personally considered the initiative very beneficial for
the community because “after the military service boys become men and after exiting penal colonies only 10 percent remain
normal [law-abiding] people.”

READ MORE: Russia will never fully abandon military draft - defense minister

In 2006, Russia shortened the length of conscription service from two years to just one. At the same time the number of
official exceptions from the draft was reduced and the hiring of contract soldiers was boosted. In 2012, the number of
professional soldiers in the Russian military forces was about 170,000 and in May President Viadimir Putin told the senior
commanders that this number should be further increased, reaching 425,000 in the next few years. The total number of
active military personnel in Russia is about 1 million.

Hidden offshore fortunes and area 51 vs. The groom
In late 2013, Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu said in a TV interview that there were no plans to fully abandon military mine (E111)
conscription and switch to professional armed forces in the foreseeable future, but he promised that conscripts would no
longer be used in combat missions.
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