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Is Google Making Us Stupid?

Let’s start to review this fashionable columnist’s essay.

That is probably all it is just this single click. As stated in Carr’s essay if we use the brief and fast information from the Internet (as a rule it is based on other people’s views and opinions), we can lose the most important that takes place during thoughtful reading or any other act of contemplation. It is the possibility to make up our individual opinion based on internal thinking. It is like a book without the pictures. While reading it we create our own perception of characters and events. This topic has caused such strong responses because we are afraid of losing our own mind and our mind is transforming into one of the Internet apps step by step or click by click.

Reflecting the effect of the Internet on the way we read, think and live Carr’s essay generally represents all his concerns. He only reiterated and adapted to modernity great ancient thinkers’ and philosophers’ worries of previous centuries about new technologies of their times. And he did it exactly in that thinking style which he was afraid of. This article is a typical specimen of all that he feared. It is the replacement of own thinking by the superficial mix of other people’s ideas. Just like a pulp magazine. The crowd eats this up.

Carr incorporates other points of view practically everywhere. His entire essay consists of other people’s ideas. This method of Carr’s references to outstanding person’s concepts is very efficient because all these events took place in different times and centuries. Socrates’, Plato’s, Hieronimo Squarciafico’s and other scientists’ thoughts are very significant. The people of those times also perceived the arrival of new technologies with caution. And Socrates’ words approve it. The people would “be thought very knowledgeable when they are for the most part quite ignorant.” They would be “filled with the conceit of wisdom instead of real wisdom.”(Carr) This is our reality. And if you cannot believe Nicholas Carr but why wouldn’t you believe to all these famous people? Eventually we can say about the writer’s style that his article was done in the best traditions of all that are criticized by the author. It consists of many pieces of information pulled out of the Internet.

I think that the key words of the film quotes chosen by Carr are “artificial intelligence”, “a human”, “a machine” and “feelings”. HAL can feel unlike humans. In other words, for knowledge and abilities for people the computer grabbed human emotions. You cannot do with simple disconnect in this case. If you close the internet access you will cause only a storm of protest but not make people read thoughtfully especially to imagine everything they read.

According to the last question I consider it very important as I am a student. What is my attitude to new innovations notably Google. In brief we must say that Google is the most wide spread Internet searching engine. It was established as an academic project of Stanford University students Larry Page and Sergey Brin. As you see it was intended as a special system to optimize the educational process. The founders didn’t want to limit Google only with the searching function and have created a great number of parallel projects aimed to improve the system of education.

Most students and teachers who have the internet access use this searching system constantly for broadening mind, for preparation for classes, writing different researching works, etc. More than 20 million students and educators use Google for telecommuting, holding and participating in webinars, and the most interesting and significant lectures can be broadcasted online on YouTube.

The subscription basis of Google Apps for UCLA includes Google’s popular web applications including Gmail, Google Hangouts, Google Calendar, Groups, Google+, Google Drive, Google Docs, Google Sheets Slides and Forms.

So we understand that Google is a very powerful tool for increasing of educational quality. The weak sides of Google are only the result of distance learning disadvantages and of many  individual and psychological circumstances as Carr mentioned in his essay.

Cheating, superficial topic studying, plagiarism instead own thoughts, etc. appeared long before Google. If the individual wants to get qualitative deep knowledge, Google will become very important and useful. And Google is not guilty in stealing the person’s mind and time if the person is fond of doing his time instead of studying.

I can conclude that Google and technology is only a tool for gaining knowledge but it is not the substitute of thinking process. But I must admit that modern children and students who were born in the 21st century with the all computer technologies don’t even imagine how to live without the Internet, social networking, or just skimming from link to link to link. And the way of their thinking is differ from the elder people's one. I am ashamed to confess that although I use computers a lot, something strange happens with me from time to time. As Nicholas Carr described in his work some unexplained creature comes into my head and turns the letters of the long Internet posts into unrecognized symbols and I can only skim it without catching the main idea. By the way while reading his essay I couldn’t focus on the text because of many paragraphs, citations, different pieces of information and number of adverts and stupid odd links on the webpage. But I promise that this article will be a good lesson for me, and my mind will not be replaced by the cyber intellect!

 

Works Cited
Carr, Nicholas. “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” The Atlantic, July/August 2008. Web.  01 September 2015.


