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Foreword:

This research paper provides brief overviews on the basic aspects of Chinese and Iraqi cultural backgrounds and describes some possible ways of establishing a relationship between individuals from these countries.
Thesis: 
There is no way to accept or reject a foreign culture without receiving a clear idea of it, and the only way to do it is through one’s own personal experience with an alien cultural environment.
The 20th century has entered the world history as an era of conflicts and collisions between civilizations and various systems of values. This period generated two global conflicts and numerous social and political upheavals thundering all the way across the globe. These events have affected all regions differently, and the world seems to still be getting over the aftereffects. We are still witnessing attempts by some governments to establish dominance over other states; we have not overcome racial prejudice yet, and the problem of social inequality is becoming more acute every day in developing countries. Severe economic, political and social contradictions tend to result in armed conflicts flaring up in various regions almost every day.  Not only are these influences observable in modern international relationships, but also in our individual attitudes toward our foreign counterparts.
Every culture and society has its own way of getting through hard times and its own way of taking the best from its history, making it an inalienable and constructive element of its historic background. Both Iraq and China have their own specific, but absolutely different, historic records. The Chinese civilization is the only one that has successfully carried its tremendous cultural heritage through the numerous disasters that have shaken the world over this period. Unlike other civilizations, to which economical, social and political changes have been highly detrimental, China has passed through them with a stunning ease, without sliding into chaos and disintegration. Despite its huge ethnic diversity, ethnic groups have miraculously managed to share the same values and preserve respectful and tolerant attitudes to each other and thus ensure barely tangible transitions from one system to another. The Chinese possess a very unique vision of religion, as it tends to play a role absolutely different from the one it has played in the rest of the world. In China, religion has never been used as a political instrument, and there is hardly such a notion in the Chinese society as a “national religion”. Daoism, Buddhism and Confucianism have been regarded with equal respect and honor, as long as they have greatly contributed to education, science and philosophical 

thought. Although today’s Chinese citizens are not generally religious, most of them are very proud of their history and culture. Following, openly or secretly, basic principles and dogmas of the aforementioned confessions, which is quite observable in their ardent following of old family and etiquette traditions, the Chinese display a striking flexibility and tolerance in discussing viewpoints, beliefs and concepts they may not necessarily be siding with. This flexibility and mental adaptability seem to be their national trait, which has helped them through the times when social and political instability was most likely to occur.
In light of internal political upheavals of the past century, traditional culture values based primarily on Confucianism and Daoism seem to have taken a backseat to industrial values and some elements of western cultures. Recent economic changes, resulting in the incorporation of some integral elements of a market economy, such as competition and wealthy, appear to be running counter to the universal guiding principles of Daoism – not to compete or strive for richness. The Cultural Revolution generated paternalistic attitudes in people’s minds, quite observable in general inclination to accept as truth whatever the leader says.
 However, the end of the 20th century and the first decade of the 21st century has turned out to be a revival time for the Confucian thought, which has suffered a severe oppression during the Cultural Revolution of the 1960-1970s. Confucian teachings about morale, virtue, humanity, spiritual piece, freedom, harmony, knowledge, and positive encouragement being primary values, rather than power, material well-being or tough legislation, appear to be in line with, as Mou Zhongsan admitted, the string of but the greatest philosophical and legislative achievements of the Western civilization – the conception of “democracy, human rights, constitutionalism, popular sovereignty, parliamentary institutions and the rule of law” (Albert Hy Chen, Vol. 5). He believed that Confucianism was revitalizing itself in China as “the core and mainstream of the Chinese cultural, intellectual

 and philosophical tradition”. As China, despite a number of political and ideological obstacles, continues to establish cultural, economic and political ties with the western world, there is a growing awareness, both in China and in the West, that any idea or element compatible with domestic cultural traditions, regardless of its place of origin, is worthwhile to be readily accepted in this country and implemented as new part of its cultural tradition, which actually comprises the values and achievements mentioned above. Today’s China, having the worlds Four Greatest Inventions on its account –  the compass, paper, gunpowder and printing technology - seems to be making another huge leap forward - in founding a flexible and in many ways democratic society, capable of accepting and incorporating foreign achievements into their own system of values.  Thus, the rehabilitation of Confucian thought has opened up new horizons for further cultural development of China – the most ancient of all existing civilizations.
Originally, as part of the Arab world, Iraq shares basic cultural values and principles with other Muslim countries. Apart from Chinese cultural traditions, resting on a group of religions, Iraqi mainstream culture is based on the teachings of the Holy Qur’an. The Sunna of the Prophet is another source of culture in the Islamic world. 
Iraq, like China, consists of various population groups, including Arabs, Kurds, Turkomans and Assyrians, each having their own cultural background and visions of life. Literally, since the establishment of Iraq as an independent monarch state in 1932, the country has been constantly obliterated by local tribal conflicts, as well as never-ending contradictions between representatives of the Shia and Sunni Islam branches. Some sociology analysts regard tribal clashes and war as integral part of Bedouin culture consisting in the eternal attempt of a Bedouin individual to assert his dominating status within a group.
Violence occupied a significant part in Iraqi culture throughout its short history. (Shafeeq N. Ghabra – Iraq’s Culture of Violence, Vol. 8). After the period of coups (1932-

1979), there was a totalitarian period of President Saddam Hussein characterized by unprecedented political and forceful pressure upon every smallest manifestation of dissident thought. The entire Iraqi culture became assimilated by the oppressive regime exalting fear and terror. The Hussein dictatorship compelled hundreds of Iraqi artists to immigrate, which had a devastating effect on the young Iraqi culture. The aggressive external policy of Iraq during the Hussein’s rein resulted in political isolation and international sanctions that tightened the grip on Iraqi cultural development. 
With the expulsion of Saddam Hussein regime in 2003, many artists obtained freedom to express their views and emotions in their creative works. Decades of coups, war and dictatorship have produced several generations raised on savagery and violence. Lack of stability has lead to a paradoxical concentration of Iraqi cultural values outside the country, most philosophical thoughts and poetic works being centered on the subject of war (Nimrod Raphaeli - The Middle East Quarterly, Vol. 14).
As we can see, there is, to put it mildly, so much in common between the Chinese and Iraqi culture. Over the few decades of existence as a sovereign state, Iraq must have witnessed more violence and discord than China has over its five-thousand-year history. Personally, I do not think it is relevant to compare these two cultures for the simple reason that it took thousands of years for China to develop the richest cultural background imaginable, while it is hardly possible for a country, ravaged by violence ever since its inception, to form a steady cultural image within a few decades. Definitely, it will take more decades for this young country to define its historic message and national identity.
The fact that Iraqi people haven’t seen in their lives anything but violence does not mean all of them deserve to be regarded as bearing an eternal grudge against the whole world. Many Iraqi immigrants, having watched life in other countries, such as Iran, China, Egypt and so forth, and having obtained business experience, are likely to form a progressive social 

layer, which, hopefully, will be conducive to the formation of a stable democratic society in Iraq. There are several countries, expressing interest in setting up oil business connections with Iraq and readiness to make considerable investments in its economy.
Despite the evident discrepancy between the two cultures, there are good reasons to believe that the Iraqi and the Chinese are most likely to develop strong bonds with each other. The hospitality of the Chinese and their respect toward foreign history, culture and religion are appreciated in the Muslim world, which provides ample ground for further development of cultural ties. That how well an individual from Iraq will be getting along with an individual from China will depend on each partner’s personal qualities, attitudes ad experience. Considering an ordinary Iraqi’s thirst for knowledge of the rest of the world and cultural enrichment on the one hand, and the profundity of Chinese culture and history on the other, he or she will definitely have a lot of fun in a country with such a tremendous cultural heritage. And finally, considering the eagerness of an ordinary Chinese citizen to share all sorts of information about his or her native country, which is all but a national trait of an average Chinese citizen, the two are going to have tons of information to tell each other to make up a bulky and highly cognitive conversation. This is about a hypothetic Iraqi citizen visiting China.
As to a Chinese person visiting Iraq a part of his or her world wide search for knowledge and experience, there is one thing that is likely to stop him or her from touring Iraq, and that is undoubtedly the raging war and rampant terrorism that will make the trip mortally dangerous. At the same time, the Chinese tend to be good at understanding social problems, since they have their own effective way of preventing them, and that is their , once again, tolerant and respectful attitude toward various foreign lifestyles, confessions, social and economic systems, cultural values etc. In any event, it depends on one’s motivations and 

personal qualities having no national boundaries, how the conversation will go and whether or not we will be able to extract use from our experiences.
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