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^h2[General]

Giraffes (Giraffa Camelopardalis) belong to the Giraffidae family, and they have only one relative – the Okapi. The Giraffe is the tallest ungulate mammal on earth, and there are nine subspecies found in various regions of Africa: Reticulated (Somali) Giraffe (G.c. reticulata), Angolan (Smoky) Giraffe (G.c. angolensis), Kordofan Giraffe (G.c. antiquorum), Nubian Giraffe (G.c. camelopardalis), Masai (Kilimanjaro) Giraffe (G.c. tippelskirchi), Rothschild (Baringo, Ugandan) Giraffe (G.c. rothschildi) , South African Giraffe (G.c. giraffa), Thornicroft (Rhodesian) Giraffe (G.c. thornicrofti), West African (Nigerian) Giraffe (G.c. peralta). The subspecies differ in coat color.
Giraffes enjoy great popularity among animal lovers and present great interest for zoologists and scientists due to their unique appearance and anatomy. They are not listed as endangered, but their numbers have decreased significantly over the past century. Adult Giraffes are very strong. They can run pretty fast and can stand up for themselves if attacked by predators. 
The word “Giraffe” is actually a derivation from the Arabic “zarafa”, meaning ‘”to jump” or ‘to sprint”, which is quite applicable to this fast-walking animal. The Greek labeled it “camelopard” for its camel-like body and leopard-like coat color. Today, most of Giraffe population is concentrated in East Africa. They can also be found in reserves south of Sahara and in South African reserves. 
Giraffes can be found in zoos around the world. These animals do okay in captivity providing there is enough space for them to roam and they do not experience shortage of food. Giraffes are pure herbivores, and they feed on leaves and twigs. In the wild, they prefer to investigate among Acacia trees, as their long limbs and necks enable them to take leaves right from tree crowns. They are social animals, and they move in groups called “herds”. Male Giraffes are called “bulls”, and females are termed “cows”; young species are referred to as “calves”.
^h1[Giraffe-Information-Pictures;2]

^h2[Description and Anatomy]

Being the tallest mammals on earth, Giraffes can stand 19ft tall. They have long necks, long front legs and shorter hind legs. Reticulated Giraffes have spotty coats, coat patterns being different in each species. Giraffes (both cows and bulls) feature 2-4 bony and coat-covered horns on top of the head – ossified cartilage formations. Bulls usually have larger horns. Cows’ horns feature tufts of hair on top of them, while bulls’ horns are bald. Giraffes’ elongated necks contain 7 vertebrae connected by flexible joints. There are several spines at the base of the neck, forming a hump above the shoulders.

Giraffes have long legs that enable them to make long strides. Due to the length of the legs, they have a specific way of walking. The hind and the front leg on each side move simultaneously, in order to prevent the beating of the hind leg against the front leg. When galloping, hind legs get ahead of the front legs. Although Giraffes are fast runners, they are quickly exhausted.
Their large size has been a decisive factor in the formation of their circulatory system. In order to supply each and every part of a Giraffe’s body with blood, heart has to be large and powerful, and blood pressure should be at least twice higher than in other mammals. Therefore, Giraffes have two-feet-long hearts, weighing around 25lbs, and a specific blood pressure regulation system in the neck and head. In the upper neck and head, blood vessels are elastic and feature valves, which prevent excessive blood flow to the brain when a Giraffe lowers its head when drinking and force the blood up when the head is held high to provide stable blood supply to the brain. 

Giraffes have a good vision and a very keen sense of smell. They are not mute, as some people think. They have vocal chords and can produce characteristic moaning sounds, but they rarely do so. Their exceptional eyesight enables them to see miles around themselves.

^h2[Diet and Predation]

Giraffes feed on the leaves of various trees, but they are also known to take flowers, herbs and even weaver-bird nests. They spend up to 20 hours each day feeding, because their large bodies require substantial amounts of water, and leaves are the main source of water. They do also take water from streams, rivers and lakes, but they prefer not to do so, because they have to take up an awkward position to reach down to water. While drinking, they stand with their front legs wide apart or kneel down, and it takes a little bit of time and effort for a Giraffe to regain its natural position. This makes Giraffes vulnerable to attacks.
Like cows, Giraffes have four-chamber stomachs, so that they can regurgitate food and swallow it again. They have long prehensile tongues that are impervious to thorns. Adult Giraffes can fight back attacks by predators, but young are absolutely helpless. Lion, hyena and wild dogs are their main enemies. A Giraffe can kick hard enough to shatter a predator’s head or disable it for the rest of its life. In the wild, Giraffes live 15-20 years.

^h2[General Information Links]

10,000 Year Old Giraffe Carvings in the Sahara Desert - Giraffe contents, introduction, and galleries. 

Africa on the Matrix: Giraffe - Posts photographs of the animal and discusses the two subspecies. 

Bradshaw Foundation: Save The Giraffe - An introduction to the Bradshaw Foundation's Save the Giraffe project and how the Giraffe were discovered on the Dabous Rock in the Air Mountains of Niger, Africa.
Fun Interactive Giraffe Info Page - Everything you wanted to know about Giraffes is here! 

Giraffa camelopardalis: Giraffes – Contains a thorough species description.

Giraffa camelopardalis: The Giraffe - Giraffes are superbly adapted to exploit a food source that is out of reach for other hooved animals.

Giraffe – A brief overview on the world’s tallest ungulate.

Giraffe Central - Giraffes - Categorized links to fact sheets, kids pages, images, and merchandise.

Giraffe information - Giraffe Information, including facts about its appearance, diet, reproduction and behavior.

Giraffes – A comprehensive description of the world’s tallest mammal.

Giraffes - National Zoo – General overviews on Giraffes and other exotic animals.

Giraffes at Cheyenne Mountain Zoo - Contains general information about the herd at the zoo.

Giraffes - Contains information about the appearance, size, habitat, and diet of the Giraffe.

Janet LaFara's Giraffe Haven - Giraffes - Find Giraffe photos, drawings, and backgrounds. Also download free and fun crafts.

Nature-Wildlife The Photography and Behavior of the Giraffe - Photography and behavioral information on Giraffes. Additional information on how it communicates and how they care for their young.
Oakland Zoo - Giraffes - Information about the habitat, diet, social structure, adaptations and status of the Reticulated Giraffe. Includes a photo and two videos.

Okapi (Okapia johnstoni) - General biological information on the "forest Giraffe," with photo and links to other websites.

Reticulated Giraffe at Rolling Hills Refuge - Information about the reticulated Giraffe.

Reticulated Giraffe - Facts about the appearance, habitat, diet, predators, social structure, offspring and senses. Includes photos and videos.

Spotted Fever - A Giraffe Club - If you love Giraffes then please join the club!

^h1[Giraffe-Information-Habitat;3]

^h2[Behavior]

Giraffes are social animals, and they move in herds formed by mature females and their young. Herd mates are highly cooperative in nursing calves and defending them against the perils of wild life. Adult bulls form so called bachelor groups, and old bulls often lead solitary lives. Bulls always compete for social status and assert their rights in so called “necking” fights. Usually, they rub against each other’s necks or use their heads to knock over the opponent. Battles rarely last more than several minutes, and do not usually entail severe physical damage. However, in separate cases, they can be more persistent in establishing their positions and battles may end bitterly. Once they decide who’s stronger, they carry on peacefully. Giraffes sleep only about an hour each day on the average. 

^h2[Reproduction]

Giraffes reach maturity at about 4 years old. Bulls distinguish cows in estrus by the smell of the urine. Gestation lasts about 14 months. Before birth, the mother moves away from her herd to find a secure spot to safely nurse her future calf. The mother gives birth in an upright position, and the newborn calf falls to the ground. Newborns are usually 6 ft tall and weigh around 200lbs. Just a few hours later, the calf starts walking around. They feed on the mother’s milk for about 5 months, and then start feeding like adult species do. 
Young follow around their parents until they are 17 months old, and then they begin to create their own communities. Giraffes are free to move from one group to another. Young Giraffes are easy targets for predators and need protection. Statistically, only about 40% of calves achieve puberty, while others fall prey to lions and hyenas. Zoos can provide a safer environment for young Giraffes, where their life span can reach 30 years. 
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^h2[History]

Giraffes are believed to have descended from a 10ft ungulate that was found in Europe around 35 million years ago. That animal had a much shorter neck, and its legs were not as long as those of the modern Giraffe either. This old Giraffid was more like a deer, and what we know as the modern Giraffe appeared about 1 million years ago.

^h2[Dangers]

Like all wild animals today, Giraffes are suffering a severe impact from human activity. Over the past century, a large part of their habitat has been destroyed, and many species have been killed. Unfortunately, this tendency still persists, and many Giraffes are killed for their hides, coat and meat. They are also killed for their tails, because local people use them as flyswatters. 

Although Giraffe populations are relatively stable in the East and South of Africa, they are on the verge of extermination in the West. In general, Giraffes are safer than many other exotic predators, but the situation may change dramatically in the foreseeable future. Therefore, today Giraffes are listed as protected and conservation-dependent. In order to avoid deviant stereotypic behavior, captive Giraffes must have an opportunity to lead social lives and enjoy decent interaction with their own like.
Because Giraffes are very tall, sometimes much taller than objects around them, they can be exposed to lightning strikes. However, in the wild, where trees are taller than them, they are relatively safe, also because lightning strikes are rare in savannah dry lands. In zoos, they are often taller than everything around them, and hence they are likely to draw lightning. A reserve in South Africa is a dangerous place in this respect, because high dolomite concentrations in the ground attract atmosphere electricity discharges. There have been a few reports about Giraffes and even smaller animals getting killed by lightning in that area. 
^h2[Picture Links]

Colorful Giraffe Pictures - Giraffes - A colorful selection of Giraffe pictures from the African bush.

Free Giraffe Picture Society - Thank you for visiting Giraffe Pictures.

Giraffe images, Giraffe pictures, and Giraffe videos on Photobucket - Photobucket - View and share Giraffe images and Giraffe pictures and Giraffe videos online.

Giraffe Pictures - Giraffe pictures from zoos around the country.

Giraffe Pictures - Giraffe pictures on Ross Warner's photography site, including pictures from Tanzania and Kenya.

Giraffe Pictures - Giraffes - Giraffe pictures for non-profit educational or personal use from the FT Exploring web site.
Giraffe Pictures and Facts - Giraffe pictures, educational facts, quotes from literature, and links to other Giraffe resources.

Giraffe Stock Photos and Images - 1240 Giraffe stock photos and images.

Giraffe, Giraffe Profile, Facts, Information, Photos, Pictures - Get Giraffe profile, facts, information, photos, pictures, sounds, habitats, reports, news, and more from National Geographic.

Giraffes: Photos, Video, Facts, E-card, Map - Kids overview of Giraffes, with photographs, video, audio, fun facts, an email postcard, and links to other animals.

Jungle Photos Africa Animals Mammals - Giraffes - Junglephotos Africa mammals Giraffe photos and information.

^h2[Giraffe Information Links]
Animals: Giraffes - Includes information on how Giraffes communicate and move.

Giraffe - Giraffa Camelopardalis - A new digital library of photographs, film clips and accompanying information about endangered species.

Giraffe Information - A good source for more in-depth Giraffe information with links to some wonderful Giraffe images

Giraffe Information – Visit this site and learn something about one of the most beautiful animal on Earth.

Giraffe Information Society - Thank you for visiting the Giraffe Information Society. We are a non profit, public service organization.

Giraffes - Giraffe Information - Information about Giraffe at WildAnimalsOnline.com - facts, photos, pictures and more.

Information about Giraffes – A brief look at the Giraffe’s life in the wild.

Information About Giraffes - Information about Giraffes - different types, identifying features, baby Giraffe information, and more.

Planet Giraffe - A Giraffe fact sheet with an explanation of the Giraffe's scientific name.
