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Social and Economic Development issues in Momskiy ulus, 

Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)
Introduction: This report tells about one of the remote northern municipalities in Sakha republic. There are 34 uluses (rayons) in Yakutia, 7 of them identified as northern ulus because of geographical and territorial characteristics. 3 uluses and 4 settlements are national. It means that there live northern minority people (in Yakutia: Evens, Evenks, Yukagirs, Dolgans, Chukchi) traditional economy system (like reindeer herders), traditional aboriginal studies and language taught at local schools.
 Kulun-Elbyut is national settlement in Momskiy ulus Sakha republic. Momskiy ulus consists of 6 national settlements; the administrative center is Khonuu village. From my point of view, Kulun-Elbyut has interesting geographical issues: territory, geography, climate, demography, ethnic population, traditional economy, social and economic development. 
The study was held during July-August 2013. I have visited village Khonuu and Kulun-Elbyut for the first time. May-June 2013 I have visited Khangalasskiy ulus (Pokrovsk city, Bulgunnyakhtaakh village, Nature Park “Lena pillars”), in august 2012 – Namskiy ulus, Megino-Khangalasskiy ulus (Maya village, Buluus – ice glacier, Nizhniy Bestyakh village), 2011 – Amginskiy ulus (Amga river).
Geographical characteristics: Momskiy ulus is administrative unit in Sakha republic; one of the northern uluses (northern areas). The administrative center is Khonuu village; defined by 6 national settlements.  Momskiy ulus situated in the north eastern part of Sakha republic (Yakutia), 66° latitude, 143° longitude, 199 meters above the sea level. It has mountainous relief. There is the Momsko-Selennyakhkay valley on north west and Ulakhanchistay ridge on south east (with Pobeda peak – 3003 meters). The landscape mostly characterized by forest-tundra with great diversity of flora and fauna and relief variety. The climate is sharply continental. Average January temperature is -36, -44 C, and July +14+16.2 C. Precipitation is 150-200 mm in intermountain basin and 500-600 in mountains (see table below). The Largest river is Indigirka with tributary river inflows from the Moma River and the Chibagalaakh River. 
Climate data in Kulun-Elbyut, January-December
2012-2013

	
	Month
	Temperature, °C
	Precipitation (mm)

	1
	January
	-44, -51
	0-1

	2
	February
	-45, -53
	1

	3
	March
	-30, -48
	0-1

	4
	April
	-10, -17
	2

	5
	May
	+13, +8
	3

	6
	June
	+22, +5
	8

	7
	July
	+24, +11
	15

	8
	August
	+15, -4
	18

	9
	September
	+4, -1
	7

	10
	October
	-15, -28
	0-1

	11
	November
	-30, -36
	0-1

	12
	December
	-47, -49
	0-1


(www.accuweather.com)
The distance from Yakutsk (capital of Yakutia) to Khonuu (Momskiy ulus center) is 1125 km (by airplane), 3774 km (by water) and 1341 km (by car, but only in winter time; winter roads are open from the end of November till the middle of April). 

Territorial organization: Momskiy ulus has following municipal territories:

- The center - Khonuu, the municipal rural settlement "Momskiy ulus" (4342 people)
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	Population Statistics, Momskiy ulus 2012 (people)

	1
	Indigirskiy national settlement
	402

	2
	Momskiy national settlement, Khonuu village
	2527

	3
	Sobolokhskiy national settlement
	291

	4
	Tebulyakhskiy national settlement
	194

	5
	Ulakhan-Chistaiskiy national settlement
	697

	6
	Chabigilakhskiy national settlement, Kulun-Elbyut
	231


	Demography and economy indexes in Momskiy ulus

	Demography
	2007
	2012

	Average number of population
	4571
	4637

	Average number of working people
	2637
	2784

	Average salary (per month)
	12615
	21099

	Real incomes of  local people
	10861
	17554

	Unemployment (officially registered) 
	5,66%
	4,5%

	Economy indexes:
	
	

	Total number of cattle
	844
	1169

	Cows
	383
	424

	Horses
	1575
	1834

	Reindeers
	15604
	17749

	Gold mining
	118,5
	125


Economy: The main branch of economy is agriculture. Reindeer herding and horse breeding are the main agricultural industries in local area. Also local economy can produce crop productions, local people cultivate cereals, potatoes, vegetables and fodder crops . Momskiy ulus has minerals (gold mining), fuel and energy resources. Despite the positive developments in regional economy, the establishment of a gold mining, there are also negative trends: flooded grasslands, flooded crop lands, dilapidated housing, unemployment, lack of social and medical service, migration, difficulties in transport connection. 
The main financial resources are tax and non-tax payments. There is the lack of development of local industrial production, and thus the tax base of the district.
	Agriculture production in Momskiy ulus (2012 year)

	Meat
	237.7 tons

	Milk
	655 tons

	Potatoes
	85.8 tons

	Vegetables
	37.4 tons

	Eggs
	22.0 thousand


(Official statistics of Sakha republic)
According to statistics (2008 year) the total number of cattle was 844 heads. Including 383 cows, horses 1575 and 15604 reindeers. Mostly all cattle are in local small farms or local families (5-7 workers), there are only 3 large farms (former kolkhoz): “Pobeda”, “Sergelyakh”, “Tyobyolyokh” with 127 workers. Rest of people work at municipal organizations: local administration, kindergartens, schools, social sphere, housing and communal services. 

Each republic municipality gets financial support from federal and local budget. They make a financial plan, and put social economic strategy of ulus development. The head of Municipality (Ulus) proves ‘strategy’ to ministers and republic president, after approve the authority put budget into work and give money to all republic municipalities. 
The main purpose of the socio-economic development of municipal region (Momskiy Ulus) is to ensure the growth of living standards and real income, increased financial, industrial infrastructure and social security, increasing the investment appeal and competitiveness of the industries, the development of market infrastructure.
Moma authorities and republic ministers accepted the following strategic program areas of socio - economic development the municipality "Momskiy district" which includes:

«The development of health";

«The development of general education";

«Creating the conditions for spiritual and cultural development of the population";

«The development of agriculture and regulation of agricultural products, raw materials and food";

“Provision of quality housing ";

“Local energy”;

“Management of the property”;

«Public works";

«Protecting the population and territories from emergency situations, fire safety and security on water bodies";

«Environmental Protection";

«Entrepreneurship";

«The development of transport sector";

«Ensuring the quality of housing and communal services";

«Sport";
As you can see, local authorities are trying to include all spheres of life. Each socio-economic sphere has its’ own plan and financial budget. Each year the head of ulus makes big report to all citizens and then to republic president. 

Demography: 
Population density in Momskiy ulus – 0.04 people/1 sq km. Population 4500 people. Average age – 30. National structure: Yakut – 70%, Evens – 16.6%, Russian – 9.1%, Evenki- 0.9%, Ukraine – 0.8%, others – 2.6%. From 2001 Momskiy ulus got the status of national municipality where northern minority indigenous people live (mostly Evens and Evenki). Evenki and Evens languages are taught at schools and kindergartens. Actually all settlements in Momskiy ulus has a “National” status. It means that, if person was born in national settlement and he/she can proves (Birth certificate, registration document), then there will be state benefits. Like higher scholarship at University (plus 6000 roubles monthly, about 185 dollars); cash payment for buying winter clothes (once a year, 18000-25000 roubles, 850 dollars); each national settlement can send several aboriginal students to University with minimum passing score (because of lower education level among aboriginals). There are also different municipality projects and missions. If there are 3 or more children in family you can get a land for free and build a house there with financial support from municipality. If you get a loan from bank, it decreased if you will have more children in future. Each large family gets state financial support and municipality financial support.
 Working people in the North usually get more salary than in the South (length of work, regional bonuses to salary, and more vacation days); their children can spend summer in Russian resorts (mostly Sochi, Anapa – Krasnodarskiy Kray). Such social support and political instrument helps a lot, according to statistics, there are more and more children in remote northern settlements. People are working in agriculture and local business sector (taxi depot, local shops, social service). Also they still have possibility to keep some reindeer herders. Nomadic schools also work as well as public state schools.

If we talk about children we should also make some notes on very big issue – Education. One of the typical schools in northern remote settlement is in Kulun-Elbyut. It has optional characteristics due to density of total population, remote distance, and low level of infrastructure, harsh climate, and ethnic population.
This school was opened in 1931, it is one stored wood building with 12 classes. In 2012-2013 there were  39 pupils: 17 girls, 22 boys. Evenki – 10, Yakut – 29. Teachers stuff - 22. They study all necessary subjects including national languages: Yakut and Evenki, there are primary school building, gym, library, computer class. The problem is – lack of pupils, for example, 2013-2014 study year there is only 1 student at primary school, and 2 pupils finishing school. 
	Number of students at school (2013) in Kulun-Elbyut 

	
	Girls
	Boys

	Elementary
	4
	6

	Secondary
	9
	12

	High
	4
	4

	Total number
	39

	Aboriginals
	Yakut – 29, Evens - 10


Natural hazards: Flooding problem is a big issue for discussion to all scientists, people who live here, local authorities and Russian government. Since 2000-2001 Lena river and other northern rivers flood many villages and settlements; mostly it happens in early spring when river is melting and in summer due to rainy days. All grass landing were under water that’s why farmers could not prepare feed for cattle. As a result, federal budget gave financial support to each family who suffered from floods this year. The financial support comes from republic budget and state taxes. Then the head of ulus municipality allocate funding to each village municipality, according to social economic development program. Extra funding for 2013-2014 has come from federal budget to overcome after flooding. 

Flooding in Yakutia overwhelmed seven settlements: in Tatta village (Megino – Kangalassky ulus), were flooded 73 houses. In village Tomtor river kept 26 houses. Each time people resettled in temporary accommodation to relatives and friends. This year 10 acres of federal highway "Kolyma " connecting Yakutsk to Magadan also was under the water. It stops the movement of transport between two cities. In Amginsky ulus flood waters destroyed republic road "Amga "​​. To solve this problem, each year republic authorities get money from Russian budget to overcome from flood. 
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(2011, may. Central Yakutia, Namskiy ulus)
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(2011, may. Central Yakutia, Namskiy ulus)
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(drowned cattle, Namskiy ulus, 2011)

Natural Hazards like flooding bring big problem to all people; there are flooded houses, grass lands, drowned cattle and ruined roads. People come face to face with Nature itself. The water comes tremendously fast, up to 20 cm in couple hours. But still all people stay at their home and don’t want to move other place. 
But even after this hard period next nature collapse is waiting for Sakha republic – forest fire. Tundra and taiga are suffering from fires each season, people suffer from smog, and airport service cancelled many flights.
The flood and forest fires are not the only natural hazards in Yakutia. Each year northern rivers: Indigirka, Kolyma, Moma and Yana are shoaling very much so all necessary and important goods cannot reach to all arctic territories during summer time. In November 2013, people in Abiyskiy and Momskiy ulus didn’t get food, products and medicine from local markets and shops. The resumption of delivery continues only in December after the opening of winter roads.
Conclusion:

To sum up, I want to say that the life in remote northern villages in Yakutia is not easy especially when a natural hazard occurs. Local people support agriculture economy; they still take care of cattle (cows, horses, and reindeer). Municipal authority makes plan of sustainable development and distribute finance. If there is no any industry people often work at state institutions: schools, hospitals, state offices and etc. Some of them start up with small business, but mostly in Central Yakutia with enough infrastructures. 
The territorial location and sparsely population makes northern villages unattractive to the youth and young specialists, but it is the best place to grown up children, to my mind. Natural products, fresh air, beautiful and wild taiga makes this place unique. If the local authorities will support and help to northern villages like Kulun-Elbyut, we could keep traditional economy, culture, traditions, support northern indigenous people and way of life in remote northern villages.  
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