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^h1[Home Page;2]

White Tigers are not actually a Tiger subspecies, but just Bengal Tigers carrying a double recessive allele in their genome. White Tigers are also referred to as snow Tigers.  Their coat color is in no way related to climatic or environmental conditions. White-coated Tigers are not common in the wild, probably due to a low survival rate. Today, White Tigers are only found in zoos and they attract visitors from many parts of the world. White Tigers are not albinos, because they do have dark strips and blue eyes, and consequently, there is menanine in their bodies. Their coat is not pure white, but usually creamy.

Because it takes both a male and a female carrying the white-coat gene to produce a white cub with a twenty-five-per-cent probability, in the wild, white coat in Tigers is an extremely rare occurrence. However, some zoo specialists, in an effort to attract more visitors for larger revenues, continue to breed White Tigers in captivity. 
Breeding White Tigers is not feasible without inbreeding – mating father to daughter or mother to son. This incest breeding is the number-one reason why White Tigers are pursued by physical and mental abnormalities. As long as no effective method to breed White Tigers has been found except inbreeding, these animals have a grave prospect. White Tigers do not contribute to the preservation of orange Tiger subspecies, some of which are today on the verge of extinction. Therefore, they do not serve any conservation purpose and have no genetic value.
^h2[History]

All captive White Tigers of today are descendants of Mohan, a white-coated cub that was found in Indian jungle in 1951. Although Mohan was not the first captured white-coated Tiger, he was destined to become the progenitor of all White Tigers that were produced in the aftermath. In fact, White Tigers were detected centuries before, but most shootings took place around the turn of the 20th century, during the times of massive and devastating Tiger killing.
^h1[White-Tigers-Pictures;3]

^h2[Physical Traits]
White Tigers are somewhat larger than their orange relatives, and they have dark brown strips and blue eyes. Most White Tigers are crossed-eyed and have serious facial deformities. Many species suffer crippling spinal deformations and hence they cannot move properly. Needless to say, species with so many disabling defects have zero chance of survival in the wild. No animal with such illnesses will compete with strong and agile predators. Therefore, wild White Tigers, if there are any, do not even live long enough to mature. Even in captive White Tigers mortality rate is extremely high, and the statistic number of stillbirths exceeds all barriers imaginable. 
 ^h2[Other Subspecies]
There are eight Tiger subspecies known for today: Siberian tigers (P. t. altaica), Bengal tigers (P. t. tigris,) Indochinese tigers (P. t. corbetti,) South China tigers (P. t. amoyensis,) Sumatran tigers (P. t. sumatrae,) Javan Tiger (P. t. sondaica), Bali Tiger (P. t. balica) and Caspian Tiger (P. t. virgata.) Unfortunately, the latter three subspecies are already extinct. South China Tigers are on the brink of extermination, since there are only 20-30 species left in the wild. Siberian Tigers are also in danger, since there are only about 400 wild species left, and actually there are more captive Siberian Tigers than wild ones. At the beginning of the 20th century, there were around 100,000 wild Tigers. Today, the entire Tiger population amounts to about 6,000 species, the Bengal subspecies being the most numerous.
^h2[General]
Among the 36 existing feline species, Tigers are the largest predators in the world. Siberian (Amur) are the largest of the five remaining subspecies (body weight exceeding 450 pounds), while Sumatran Tigers are the smallest (around 250 pounds.) Their coat color ranges from pale orange to bright copper red. Tiger coat is crossed with dark brown or black strips, forming individual patterns (no two identical patterns can be found.) White Tigers usually have brown strips.

^h2[General Information Links]

All about Tigers - White Tigers - General information about tigers, their mating, cubs, hunting, features, behavior and how to help them.

Bengal Tigers and Other Big Cats - White Tigers - Image gallery.

Creature Feature: Tigers - Contains facts about tigers, photos, and video clip.

Cyber Tiger at National Geographic - White Tigers - Build a digital habitat for the largest cat on earth, the Siberian tiger. Learn how zoos and conservation programs struggle to save this endangered predator.

Panthera Tigris - White Tigers - Information on the geographic range, habitat, and physical description of the tiger.

Tiger Missing Link Foundation - Learn where tigers live and what they like to hunt.

Tiger Territory - White Tigers - Biology and stories about tigers and tiger hybrids.

Tigers (Panthera tigris) - White Tigers - Species account includes facts about this cat's physical traits, habitat, social system, and hunting strategies. Includes a list of subspecies.

Tigers and Ligers - Look at pictures of tigers while reading information about them.

Tigers at the Gate - White Tigers - Article from Smithsonian Magazine about man-eating tigers in India. Includes links to other tiger articles.

Tigers - White Tigers - Find pictures, and sound clips for Siberian, South China, Indochinese, Bengal, White, and Sumatran tigers.

Tigersaver - White Tigers - Lots of tigers photos and fast facts.

White Tigers - Information on the White Bengal Tiger especially its hunting behavior and adaptions, with photographs, videos and links.

World Wildlife Fund: Tigers - What we can do to help preserve the endangered tigers. 

White tigers - This page has information and photographs about white tigers with some art work.

White Tiger Facts - White Tigers- ITWS provide details on the fascinating true facts of the white tigers in India.
Wilderness Diagnosis: White Tigers – Here you can find a good description of the plight of White Tigers.

The History of the White Tigers of Rewa – Click here and familiarize yourself with some eye-opening facts about the history of White Tigers.

Singapore Zoo - White Tigers – This site contains general information about White Tigers and their current status. 

Tigers: White Tiger Niche – Here you can find links and answers to the most common questions about White Tigers.

^h1[White-Tigers-Facts;2]

^h2[General Behavior]
All Tigers (including White Tigers) are solitary predators, and they do not gather in prides as lions do. However, cooperative hunting did take place among Tigers, but it is not as common to them as it is to lions. Tigers prefer to hunt during night hours, but in areas with a lot of prey available, they can stay active at daytime. Despite their exceptional strength, hunting is no easy game for them. When hunting, they use the stalking tactics. It is noteworthy that only one out of every 10 attacks is successful. White Tigers are not very adaptive in the wild, because their light coat is always visible, which puts them at a disadvantage while hunting.

Supposedly, White Tigers prey on deer, cattle, wild boar, rabbits, some smaller felines, and other animals. Each Tiger maintains a home range, the size of which depends on the amount of food and the thickness of vegetation. Both males and females have their own territories, but males maintain much larger areas. Usually, there are several female home ranges within one belonging to a male.
^h2[Mating]

In warm regions, Tigers can mate year round. Females achieve puberty by age of 3 years, when she starts marking her territory and showing her readiness to mate. Males mate with all females within their home ranges that are in heat and do not follow unreceptive females. Mating takes place throughout 3-5 days. Cubs are born after 103 days of gestation. 

The average litter size is about 2-3 cubs. They are born blind and feed on the mother’s milk for about 7-8 weeks. After that, their eyes are open, and they start accompanying their mother on hunting trips. This is the time when they get their first hunting experience. Tigers start hunting on their own at about 18 months old.
Wild Tigers live 10-15 years, while captive species may live 20 years. White Tigers have a shorter life span, and they are extremely susceptible to stillbirths. In the wild, White Tigers do not usually survive to reach maturity.
^h1[White-Tigers-Conservation;3]
^h2[Current Distribution]

White Tigers have been found in India, where Bengal Tigers are common. Originally, Tiger habitat extended from Turkey in the west through India and Korea and to Indonesian islands Java and Bali in the east, as well as from the Russian Far East in the north to South China in the South. Also, they used to be common in the Caspian region. As we can see, Tigers can adapt to various habitats. 
Nowadays, Tiger population is twenty times as low as it was at the beginning of the 20th century. T^oday, we have only scattered fragmentary survivor groups. Although we are witnessing a certain improvement in the position of some subspecies due to the Tiger Species Survival Plan, we still have a long way to go toward reaching a significant result.
White Tigers do not serve any conservation purpose, and today, breeding White Tigers is highly controversial. The Tiger Species Survival Plan does not appreciate breeding White Tigers because of their poor health and doubtful ancestry, because many species have been hybridized. These animals are bred by private owners and unethical zoo directors seeking increased zoo attendance and fast profit. 
With their position so vulnerable and future so uncertain, we must concentrate on preserving normal-colored Tigers and stopping the extermination they are still suffering today. In the times, when the future of some Tiger species is in question, we should take care of the safety of their genetic pool. 
Tigers are classified by the World Conservation Union as endangered and they are protected by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora (CITES) which was established in 1975 to regulate wildlife killing and trade in animal body parts. Nowadays, all remaining subspecies are listed as endangered. White Tigers are not included into any conservation plan.

^h2[General Information Links]

Tigers - White Tigers - On the following pages you will find information and pictures of bengal, siberian, sumatra, south china and indochinese Tigers along with Cubs and White Tigers.
Tigers in Crisis - White Tigers - Explains why the tiger population is at risk and tells about the efforts people are making to save them.

White Bengal Tiger: WhoZoo - All white Bengal tigers are the descendants of four cubs of a white tiger originally killed in India.

White tiger - Wikipedia – A thorough overview of the history of the white-coat phenomenon in Tigers.
White Tigers – Click here and learn something interesting about these cute zoo exhibition animals!

White Tigers - Did you know that the only way to produce a white tiger is through severe inbreeding of brother to sister, father to daughter and mother to son?

White Tigers - Information, Pictures, Videos and Links - Information about the White Tiger which is actually a white Bengal Tiger.

^h2[Conservation links]

All For Tigers - White Tigers - General information about tigers and conservation issues.

Countdown to Extinction - White Tigers - Devoted to educating people about tigers and their plight in the world. Includes facts, trivia, sound files, maps, and pictures.

Endangered Species on Ecobeetle - Tiger - An environmental website with a special focus on endangered tigers. General information, photos, and related links.

Forever Tigers - White Tigers - A non-profit corporation dedicated to educating the public about the plight of tigers in the wild. Information about threats to wild tiger populations, an online store, photo gallery, informational articles, and links.

International Year of the Tiger Foundation - British Columbia based non-profit organization working to prevent the extinction of the world's wild tigers and other endangered species.

Save China's Tigers - Dedicated to in-situ conservation of native cat species in China, particularly the South China tiger. Chinese culture information, action plans, how to help, photos, and rewilding training progress.

The Sumatran Tiger Trust - An international charity set up to fund the conservation and protection of Sumatran Tigers in the wild. How to help, adopt a tiger, an online store, general info, a kid's section, and current informational articles.

The Tiger Foundation - White Tigers - A Canadian conservation organization dedicated to the preservation of wild tigers. An overview of the organization, projects being undertaken and facts about tigers and their habitat are given.

The Vanishing Tiger - White Tigers - A site which chronicles the life of a tiger, and also has some quick tiger facts, and ways that you can help this endangered animal.

Tiger Awareness - White Tigers – This site reveals the current position of wild Tigers and appeals to all of us to do our utmost to save them.

Tiger Conservation in the Wild in Asia – Click here and read about the efforts being taken to save Tigers.

Tiger Foundation - White Tigers - A Canadian conservation organization exclusively dedicated to the preservation of wild tigers. News and events, a multimedia gallery, adopt a tiger, and international action alerts.

Tiger Information Center - Dedicated to providing information to help preserve the remaining five subspecies of tigers. News, research, a kid's section, and a live tiger cub cam feed from the Minnesota Zoo.

