#Mountain-lion-Facts

^h1[Home Page]

^h2[General Information]

Mountain Lions are commonly found in the New World and they cover a larger habitat than any other wild feline. These animals are renowned for their exceptional hunting skills and agility and hence they are often regarded with fear and reverence. It is not for nothing that the animal’s names are used as brand names for various consumer products (clothes, shoes etc.) and sport teams, as well as for combat aircraft.

At the same time, due to an increasing incidence of attacks against cattle, other domestic animals and humans (especially children), they are viewed as intruders and therefore considered a source of danger. In some states, killing Mountain Lions is permitted by law. Mountain Lions were killed extensively during the first half of the twentieth century. Today, they are still listed as “near endangered”, although the population seems to be getting over the devastation.

The animal was admired by ancient aboriginal people. It was depicted in ancient ceramics. The god of sky and thunder of the Inca has been associated with the Puma. In North America, mythological descriptions of the Mountain Lion can be found in the writings of the "Ho-Chunk" language of Wisconsin and Illinois and the Cheyenne.
The Mountain Lion (Puma concolor), also known as Puma, Cougar and Panther, is native to Americas. He is a superb hunter. Being an obligate carnivore, he eats everything he can catch and kill and is famous for his unbelievable adaptability. For this reason, Mountain Lions are found on one third of North America and are ubiquitous in South America. 
^h1[Mountain-Lions-Facts]

^h2[Evolution]

Although Mountain Lions are close to Panthera species in size, they are considered small cats. Needless to say, they are the largest of the small cats. As the felidae family is believed to have originated in Asia, the cat must have arrived in Americas from the Old World. A 2006 genomic study suggested that the ancestors of modern Pumas migrated across the Bering Land Bridge into the North American continent some 8 to 8.5 million years ago. 

Resent studies have revealed its genetic kinship with the Jaguarundi – a much smaller wild feline species commonly found in Mexico, Central and South America. There are grounds to believe that Mountain Lions and Jaguarundis bear a close relation to the African Cheetah. However, all these suggestions must be regarded with caution, because there is little fossilized evidence on felines, which makes it hard to track the exact lineage of any existing feline species.
Today, the Mountain Lion community is represented by six subspecies: Argentine Puma (Puma concolor cabrerae), Costa Rican Cougar (Puma concolor costaricensis), Eastern South American Cougar (Puma concolor anthonyi), North American Cougar (Puma concolor couguar), Northern South American Cougar (Puma concolor concolor), Southern South American Puma (Puma concolor puma). It should be noted, that it is not before the late 1990s that this division was accepted. Previously, Mountain Lions were thought to have as many as 32 subspecies!
^h1[Mountain-Lion-Pictures]

^h2[Appearance]

Mountain Lions have a slender body with powerful forelimbs and long hind limbs, as it is dictated by their way of hunting. They measure 7-9 feet in length on the average, including tail that makes up about one third of the entire body length. Adult species weigh 150-200 lbs; males are larger than females. Full-grown cougars have a tan coat with black markings at the sides of the muzzle, on the back of the ears and at the tip of the tail. Young Mountain Lions have spots and rings on the tail, which disappear as they mature. For this reason, young species are often mistaken for bobcats. 
^h2[Behavior]

Like almost all cats, Mountain Lions are solitary and highly territorial animals. They are crepuscular as they are usually active at dusk or at dawn. Each individual maintains a home range, the size of which depends on the density of vegetation and prey abundance. Males have larger territories than females, and hence their ranges often overlap or include females’ ranges. Mountain Lions usually avoid encounters with each other except during mating seasons or when a mother is weaning her young. Males are extremely aggressive in fighting for territory and mates, as are females in protecting their young. 
Occasional reports about human-cougar encounters, many of which have had a sad outcome, have sown the seed of fear and hatred toward the animal in the hearts of many people. In fact, like all felids, Mountain Lions do not attack humans unless frightened or provoked. However, an ever-increasing encroachment upon their natural habitat by humans has literally driven Mountain Lions into a corner and hence it has resulted in a series of violent attacks against people.
^h1[Mountain-Lion-Conservation]

^h2[Breeding]

Mountain Lions reproduce in a way similar to all other felines. Males define females in estrus by the scent of feces and urine, which is different from that of unreceptive females. Copulations are brief but frequent. During pregnancy, the female starts looking for a covered spot in order to provide secure and safe environment for her future cubs. Gestation lasts about 91 days. Litters may contain 1-6 kittens, but usually they count 2-3 cubs. 
Cubs are born blind and totally dependent on the mother. Their coat features spots and tail rings that disappear by age of 6 months. It is not until they are 3 months old that they start showing signs of activity and begin to get involved in hunting lessons. By age of 6 months, the kittens are capable of killing small game. At 1.5-3 years old, the young become independent and leave their mother. Males travel further in establishing their home ranges than females. 
^h2[Status]

Today, mountain Lions are listed by the World Conservation Union as “near endangered.” To a great extent, compared to previous days, the species has regained its position in the wildlife and is even likely to be elevated to “vulnerable”. However, as these animals are being persecuted as dangerous pests and potential man-killers, their population is likely to drop again. Destruction of their natural habitat coupled with depletion of their prey also puts them in a vulnerable position.

In the US, various subspecies are protected under the Endangered Species Act, so hunting and killing is strictly regulated by local legislation. Mountain Lions are also protected in other countries: in the 1990s, hunting was prohibited in Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, French Guiana, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Suriname, Venezuela, and Uruguay.  
