First World Junior Compatriot Games begin in Sochi 

On April 13, the opening ceremony of the First World Junior Compatriot Games was held in Sochi. The games are devoted to the 70th anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War. Rossotrudnichestvo is one of the organizers of the event together with the Ministry of Sports, the Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Culture and the party "United Russia".

The Games are held in order to promote international sporting and humanitarian ties within the Russian world, cement friendship between young compatriots from different countries and attract teenagers to physical activities and sports.

Over 600 young compatriots aged 12-15 years from 32 countries from near and far abroad are expected to attend the Games. Young athletes will compete in such sports as basketball, volleyball, indoor soccer, table tennis and chess.

On the eve of the official opening of the Games the greetings from President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin were sent to the participants.

Words of welcome were also pronounced on behalf of Prime Minister of Russia Dmitry Medvedev, Chairman of the State Duma Sergei Naryshkin, Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, Head of Rossotrudnichestvo Liubov Glebova and Russian president's special representative for cooperation with organizations of compatriots abroad Alexander Babakov.

The event is not limited to sports. It provides various  excursions and educational programs, quizzes and contests related to the culture and history of Russia. Children will see the performances by famous Russian bands and dance groups and be able to talk to famous athletes and artists.

The awards ceremony will be held on April 16.

Konstantin Kosachev addressed students of the Moscow State University of Culture and Arts 

On November 6, the head of Rossotrudnichestvo Konstantin Kosachev addressed senior students of the Moscow State University of Culture and Arts.

The head of the agency holds the Chair of International Cultural Cooperation Department, which was established in 2009 to train specialists in the area of international cultural communication with the qualification of "Manager of sociocultural activities" and an additional qualification of "Interpreter in the area of professional communication." 
In his speech, Konstantin Kosachev spoke about the role of "soft power" in modern international relations, the development stages of the concept of "soft power" in our country and best foreign practices of using it, as well as the differences between the concepts of "soft power" and "hard power".

Speaking about the instruments of "soft power," Konstantin Kosachev highlighted informational activities, educational projects and cultural cooperation.

Addressing the students, the head of Rossotrudnichestvo elaborated on the activities of the Agency, its operating principles and a network of Russian scientific and cultural centers abroad, which includes representative offices in major world capitals, including Kiev. Konstantin Kosachev also shared information with regards to the plans and prospects of developing Rossotrudnichestvo further, stressing the need to bring on board more qualified specialists.

As you might know, MSUKA has a joint program with Rossotrudnichestvo where students of the University have an opportunity to have their pre-diploma internships at Russian Centers of Science and Culture.

In conclusion, Konstantin Kosachev answered questions from students related to their future employment prospects and a difficult political situation in Ukraine.

International development assistance (IDA)

The state policy of the Russian Federation in the field of International Development Assistance (IDA) aims to support sustainable social and economic development of the aid recipient countries, the settlement of crisis situations arising out of natural disasters, man-made disasters and other emergencies, internal and (or) international conflicts. The aims and objectives of the International Development Assistance established in the Concept of State Policy of Russian Federation in the field of International Development Assistance approved by Presidential Decree №259 of 20.04.2014.

Rossotrudnichestvo exercise the powers in the field of International Development Assistance according to the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation № 476 of 8May 2013 "Issues of the Federal Agency for Commonwealth of Independent States, Compatriots Living Abroad and International Humanitarian Cooperation".

The activities of Rossotrudnichestvo in the field of the International Development Assistance are aimed at expanding relations of good neighborliness and solidarity with the member states of the Commonwealth of Independent States and other countries. Despite the fact that the priority region for the implementation of IDA programs is the CIS countries, united with Russia  with historical, cultural, scientific, economic and transport links, the Russian activities in this field are global and include assistance to the Sub-Saharan countries of Africa, and to the poorest countries in the framework of the Asia-Pacific integration structures, the development of cooperation with the Middle East, North Africa and Latin America.

Rossotrudnichestvo exercises the powers in the IDA field in cooperation with the Russian Federation Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Finance and other federal executive bodies, international and intergovernmental organizations, as well as with Russian and foreign commercial organizations. It develops and implements medium and long-term programs in the field of promoting International Development in the framework of bilateral assistance to the member states of the Commonwealth of Independent States and other countries.

Rossotrudnichestvo actively involved in information support of the Russian Federation State Policy in the field of International Development Assistance, in the development, implementation and informational and analytical monitoring of programs of promoting the positive perception of Russia and its cultural and humanitarian presence in the world.

The Rossotrudnichestvo Representative Offices abroad provide technical assistance to recipient states, including the exchange of knowledge, skills, scientific and technical expertise in order to develop the institutional and human capacities of the partner states.

