Project

Ecological Express Courier

TNT is Reducing Emissions

TNT, a European service provider in the fields of international courier and express delivery, inaugurated its first ecologically clean operational center, neutral from a point of view of atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions in Veenendaal, Netherlands.

The new operational center is the first in a series of ecological buildings that the company plans on using in the framework of its program for preserving the surrounding environment Planet Me. The Program comprises a reduction in CO2 emissions in all TNT buildings that make up an overall surface of 3 million sq m in over fifty five countries worldwide.
The building, thanks to generous amounts of natural lighting has lower energy consumption requirements for additional artificial lighting, and produces its own energy through 300 solar panels. Water is supplied by pumps at ground level for the facility’s heating and cooling requirements.
The building was designed in cooperation with VolkerWessels. The prject includes such methods as collection of rainwater for flushing in eco-toilets, usage of low energy consumption coffee machines, recycable furniture. Recycled waste was used for road coverage on the territory.

The combination of technical and organizational methods allow energy savings of over 70% in comparison with the company’s traditional office.
The new TNT establishment operates as a mail sorting center in Veenendaal and its surrounding areas. The company plans to build, in the very near future, a green office building in a residential district of Hoofddorp, Netherlands with a scheduled inauguration in the second half of 2010.
Company News

The Managers and Developers Guild has created a Committee on Ecological Development

The Managers and Developers Guild has announced the creation of a special Committee on Ecological Development (CED), whose task will be the support for a wide integration of ecological principles in the creation and exploitation of real estate by market players.
The Committee will be headed by Valery Vakulenko, President, Rost-Vita, and responsible for issues regarding the surrounding environment of the Permanent Technical Committee of the CEPI (Conseil européen des Professions immobilières – European Council of Real Estate Professions). “It is understandable that without ecological improvements, the country will not improve its quality of life, and this is why ecology should be declared a national priority and be supported through legislation, professionals and funding,” says Valery Vakulenko. “For the time being, the number of real estate players that consider ecology as a priority is quite modest. There are even less players implementing ecological principles in real practice.”
Amongst the Committee’s responsabilities are the identification and review of new scientific studies and leading experiments in the field of ecological real estate, the creation of an informational database for the said subject and ensuring its accessibility to members of the Managers and Developers Guild and other interested market players, the organization of meetings with proclaimed authors, inventors, architects, remarkable designers and conceptors in the field of ecological real estate, the organization of competitions for ecological projects in various nominations, and also the organization of a special workshop devoted to ecology during the Third International Investment Forum for Real Estate PROEstate 2009.
Project

A building shaped like Green Hills will be built in South Korea

In the new South Korean city Gwanggyo, being built 35 km south of Seoul, a few multifunctional buildings in the form of green hills will be constructed.
Information regarding the project was provided by the Dutch architectural bureau MVRDV, which actually designed the facility.

The project was named Power Center and its initiators were the Daewoo Consortium and the municipality of Gwanggyo – it has been designated as the center around which the new city will develop.

The originality of the project consists in its shape, designed as oblong hills, whose likeness will be enhanced by wild vegetation scattered throughout the terraces and rings framing the building. The landscape will be watered through an irrigation system installed throughout the floors. As a result, the vertical park will be a source of a superb climate and will also help lowering energy and water consumption. This unusual concept will provide the project a unique look – the raise hills will complement the landscape made up of a lake and natural elevations.
The project will consist of retail surfaces, housing and offices, as well as leisure and entertainment areas, educational and cultural institutions. The overall surface will surpass 600,000 sq m.

The budget and construction schedule of this unusual project are presently being developed, and represents a green alternative of a dense urban development.

Project

A Green Business Center is being built in Sydney

The Australian Cbus Property and Dexus Property Trust, owners and managers of real estate throughout the world, have united in order to build an office tower in the center of Sydney that will set some new eco-construction standards.
The 1 Blight Street Complex is one of Australia’s major development projects with a cost of over $700 million. The project should be awarded six stars in accordance with the Australian rating Green Star, an organization that appraises the ecological features of buildings, and five stars from another standard rating, NABERS Energy.

The transparent tower in the shape of an ellipse will become Australia’s first high-rise with a double facade, and has already received a recognition from the prestigious International Architectural Award that was held last September.

The inauguration is scheduled for 2011, and the anchor tenant will be the Australian law firm Clayton Utz, and will occupy about 55% of the skyscraper.

Research

Tenants are willing to overpay for the benefit of ecology

This thesis was voiced in the Behind the Green Facade, a study carried out by a European law firm entitled Taylor Wessing, which carried out a survey of almost 5,500 specialist in Great Britain.

Specialists at the company declared that almost 90% of tenants would be happy to pay higher leasing rates if the building is so-called friendly to the surrounding environment. They believe that this survey should encourage developers in the creation of green buildings.
The studies also demonstrated that 60% of all questioned believe that Great Britain has sufficient resources for the development of new sustainable development concepts. At the same time, over 70% of the respondents, tenants and investors, recognized that they have a very vague understanding of what sustainable development really is.

The Head of Construction and Engineering at Taylor Wessing, Helen Garthwaite, noted that the sector tends to do more for ecology because it “may actually stimulate economic activity and job creation’ as well as helping to cut costs .” She did however warn that it will take quite some time before it infiltrates in all sectors of the construction industry.

