Исходник

Dallas is a young city with all the vigour of youth. Effigies of modern architecture rise like glass trees out of the downtown area. In 1841, it was simply a plan of 20 streets on the 256 hectares (640 acres) of south central America, claimed by a Tennessee lawyer, John Neely Bryan. Today, it is the ninth largest city in the USA and the eastern half of the Metroplex, the western half being Fort Worth.      As with so many great cities in the USA, railways were the key to a sudden blossoming of a former outpost. As a frontier post of the Wild West, Dallas established its reputation as a place for entrepreneurs and go-getters. The infamous Doc Holliday started out here as a dentist, before moving on to ‘alternative' employment as a gambler and gunfighter. In the 1870s, two railroads (the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad and the Texas and Pacific Railroad) met at Dallas, creating the catalyst for the city's rapid development as a trade centre.      Before any financial and primary industry arrived, however, the Neiman Marcus store put Dallas on the fashion map in 1907. In 1914, the Federal Reserve Bank was established and Dallas Love Airfield was opened in 1927. Then oil made its mark. A prospector named ‘Dad' Joiner struck the ‘black gold' 160km (100 miles) east of Dallas in 1930, leading to the development of the East Texas Oilfield. Dallas was already a financial and business centre and so easily became a focus for the nascent oil industry. Never content to rest on its success, Dallas has always kept up with technological advances. In 1958, the integrated-circuit computer chip was invented here, leading to a whole burgeoning of industries in ‘Silicon Prairie'.      Despite all its business acumen, Dallas is not a city that sneers at having fun. The frozen margarita machine and the Tex-Mex chicken fajita are both Dallas innovations. Unfortunately for Dallas, despite all its zeal and innovative energy, it will always be remembered for one, if not two, shootings. The first and most shocking occurred on 22 November 1963, when President J F Kennedy was assassinated in his convertible limousine in downtown Dallas. The second shooting may only have been fictional but, when J R Ewing was shot by an unknown killer in the TV series Dallas, it caused shock and gossip in all the 130 countries where it was screened.
Рерайт

Dallas is the ninth largest city in the USA, and its downtown area has changed enormously over the last few decades. More interesting, the 1841 city plan suggested the formation of 20 streets on a 640-acre spot. Needless to say, the city has grown much larger than that, and, like most other major US cities, it has a cosmopolitan skyline, featuring high-rise modern-style office buildings and trade centers.     As it was the case with many other American cities, Dallas’s rapid economic growth has been due to massive railroad construction. Formerly a desolate wild-west outpost, Dallas became an attraction spot for businessmen and those willing to try their luck in life in other fashions. It was here that Doc Holiday, an unknown dentist, went in for gunfighting and gambling. With the construction of two railroads meeting in Dallas, local business activity skyrocketed, turning the city into one of the country’s most significant trade centers. It was not until 1907, when the Neiman Marcus store shed a little bit of luster on the city, that major financial organizations considered it a worthwhile ground for investments.     The Federal Reserve Bank was founded in 1914, to be followed by Dallas Love Airfield in 1927. In 1930, a large oil spot was discovered about 100 miles east of the city. This whole bunch of projects proved to be enough for the city to obtain the status of a commercial and industrial center. However, the establishment of so big an enterprise as the East Texas Oilfield was no reason for local businessmen and officials to stop at what they had reached. Dallas became a sort of testing field for lots of life-changing industries and technologies. This push-through attitude has been there all the time, never letting Dallas get off the track of success. This is the city that gave birth to the ‘Silicon Prairie’, since it was here that the first integrated-circuit microchip was invented in 1958.     Dallas is not only a business city. This is a place where you can have all sorts of fun and entertainment. The city came up with the famous margarita machine and the Tex-Mex chicken fajita. The most unfortunate thing about Dallas is that it has been home to one major tragic accident - the assassination of John Kennedy in 1963 that cast a gloom on the city. Just as well, many people in various countries of the world have seen the TV series Dallas, in which J. R. Ewing was murdered. In the minds of some people, this is one more black mark on the city’s reputation.

