.  Синтаксичний розбір речення.

Мета: Закріпити практичні навички по синтаксичному розбору складного речення. 

Завдання: Надати теоретичні відомості по принципу розбору речення та закріпити їх практично.

Structure of the practice

1. Warming up.

1. What is sentence?

2. What types of the sentence do you know?

3. What are the main parts of the sentence?
4. What is complex sentence?

2. Grammar revice.

The simple sentence as a monopredicative unit. 

         The sentence as a main syntactic unit performs the function of predication. The basic predicative meanings are expressed by the finite verb which is connected with the subject of the sentence. This predicative connection is referred to as the predicative line of the sentence. Depending on their predicative complexity, sentences can feature one predicative line or several predicative lines, respectively sentences can be “monopredicative” and “polypredicative”. Under this distinction the simple sentence is a sentence in which only one predicative line is expressed, e.g.: We have much in common. It is raining. 

          In respect of predication a proper simple sentence should be distinguished from a semi-composite sentence (traditional term)  or complementational sentence (J.R. Taylor’s term) and clause-conflational sentence (L.Talmy’s term), (conflation – соединение, объединение).  

         Semi-composite sentence can include, for example,   homogeneous sentence-parts: either subjects or predicates, which represent polypredicative structures, e.g.: 

1. My brother and I were absolutely happy that time.

2. The cousin greeted me and offered a cup of tea.

It is quite evident that the sentences express two different predicative lines: in the first one the two subjects form separate predicative connections and in the second one the two predicates are separately connected with the subject. Semi-composite sentences, as well as complementational sentences, can also include a clause which functions as the subject or the object of the verb, e.g.: 

3. I saw them break into the house.

4. To finish it in time was impossible. 

        Clause-conflational sentences, as termed by L.Talmy, are syntactic units which are based on clause fusion. They  represent conceptual complex and therefore  possess polypredicative structures, though on the formal syntactic level appear as  simple sentences. Such like structures are probably based on a higher degree of conceptual integration between   parts of  an event complex, as compared to  semi-composite  or complementational sentences (for details also see: Taylor J.R. Cognitive Grammar. 2002; Further Readings on English Syntax  (this book, pp. 57-60), e.g.:

5. The leaves withered away.

6. He whistled   his way out of the restaurant. 

7. These cars are expensive to repair.

Representation of polypredication is conditioned by interaction of lexical semantics of sentence elements and a particular type of syntactic construction. Thus, we may state, that a proper simple sentence, or a single-clause sentence, to put it more exactly, is a monopredicative unit, as distinguished from composite and semi-composite sentences (complementational  and clause-conflational sentneces in terms of cognitive approach). 

Constituent structure of the simple sentence: sentence parsing and the IC-model analysis (model of immediate constituents).

         Traditionally the investigation of structure of the simple sentence and its constituents is performed in terms of sentence-parsing. Sentence-parsing scheme presupposes that a sentence is organized as  a system of function-expressing positions. The content of the functions reflects a situational event. The function-expressing positions are   viewed as parts of the simple sentence, which are subject, predicate, object, adverbial, attribute, parenthetical enclosure (вводная часть), addressing enclosure  and interjectional enclosure. The parts are arranged in a hierarchy, all of them perform some modifying role. 

         Thus, the subject is a person-modifier of the predicate; 

                   the predicate, (or rather the predicative part of the sent.) is a process-

                   modifier of the subject;              

                   the object is a substance-modifier of the predicate (actional or non-       

                   actional (processual or statal) – e.g. Rose was behind panting her  

                   gratitude);

                   the adverbial is a quality-modifier of the predicate or rather that of the    

                   processual   part; 

                   the attribute is a quality-modifier of a substantive part;

                   the parenthetical enclosure is a speaker-bound modifier of any  

                   sentence-part;

                   the addressing enclosure (address) is a substantive modifier of the

                   destination of the sentence;

                   the interjectional enclosure is a speaker-bound emotional modifier of 

                   the sentence.  

         Analyzing the sentence-constituents in terms of syntagmatic connection we may distinguish two types of functional positions: obligatory and optional. The obligatory  positions make up a syntactic unit as such. As for the optional positions they are not necessary represented in the sentence. The pattern of obligatory syntactic positions is determined by the valency of the verb-predicate. In the sentence “ The small boy looked at him with surprise.” This pattern will be expressed by the string “The boy looked at him”. The attribute “small” and the adverbial “with surprise” are the optional parts of the sentence. The sentence all the positions of which are obligatory is called an

“elementary sentence” or “ unexpended sentence”, and it may include not only the principal parts of the sentence (the subject or the predicate) but also secondary parts,  the object, for example. The sentence which includes not only the obligatory parts but also some optional parts (supplementive modifiers, such as an attribute or adverbial modifier) is called the expanded simple sentence. 

        Thus, the sentence-parsing scheme exposes the subordination ranks of the parts of the sentence, but it fails to present their genuine linear order in speech.  This weak point of the sentence-parsing scheme is overcome in another scheme of analysis called the “model of immediate constituents” (IC-model). The IC-model consists in dividing the whole sentence into 2 groups: that of the subject and that of the predicate, which are further divided according  to the successive subordinative  order of the sub-groups constituents.  

For example, the sentence 

“The      small     boy                looked        at       him       with surprise”

1. NP-subj.                                     VP-pred.

2. Det.       NP                                  VP                                  ADV

3.           A           N                      V              NP obj.

4.                                                                       Prp.    Pron.

on the upper level of analysis is looked upon as a  whole;

1. on the next level it is divided into the subject noun-phrase (NP-subj.) and the predicate verb-phrase (VP-pred.);

2. on the next level the subject noun-phrase is divided into the determiner (Det.) and the rest of the phrase; the predicate verb-phrase is divided into the adverbial (ADV) and the rest of the phrase;

3. on the next level the noun-phrase is divided into its adjective constituent (A) and the noun constituent (N); the verb-phrase is divided into its verb constituent (V) and object pronoun-phrase (NP-obj);

4.  the latter is finally divided into the preposition constituent (Prp) and  pronoun constituent (Pron). 

The IC-analysis continues until the word-level of the sentence is reached. The IC- representation of the sentence exposes both the subordination ranks of the sentence-parts and their linear order in speech.       

Composite sentence as a polypredicative unit.

       The composite sentence is a general term for all types of sentences with more than one predicative line. Composite sentence in which clauses are subordinated to one another is called a complex sentence (сложноподчиненное). Composite sentence with coordinated clauses is termed as a compound sentence (сложносочиненное).

       The composite sentence in general is formed by 2 or more predicative lines as different from the simple sentence. Composite sentence is a polypredicative construction which reflects 2 or more elementary situations making up a unity. Each predicative unit in a composite sentence makes up a clause. This clause corresponds to a separate sentence but is not equivalent  to it. Let’s consider the following sentence:

     When she entered the hall the party was in full swing. 

This sentence includes 2 clauses which correspond to the following sentences:

      She entered the hall.

      The party was in full swing.

The logical difference between the composite sentence and the sequence of simple sentences is in the purpose of    communication. The independent sentences are utterances each expressing an event of self-sufficient significance. The communicative purpose of the sentence discussed is to inform of the fact that “the party was in full swing” and is destroyed in a  sequence of simple sentences. Thus, we see that the composite sentence, as a particular structural unit of language is remarkable for its own purely semantic merits, it exposes the genuine logic of events making up a situational unity. The fact proves the unity of the 2 predicative units  within the composite sentence.

        The composite sentence including no more than 2 predicative lines is called elementary.

        Composite sentence displays 2 principal types of clause connection:

hypotaxis – that of subordination and parataxis – that of coordination.

It’s remarkable that the initial rise  of hypotaxis and parataxis as forms of composite sentences can be traced back to the early stages of language development, i.e.  to  the times when the language had no writing. The illustrations of the said syntactic relations are contained, for example, in the old English epic “Beowulf”, dated from the VII c. A.D.

        Subordination  is revealed between clauses of unequal rank, one of them being dominated by the other. From the structural point of view it means that one clause, the dominated or subordinate one, is in a notional position of the other clause (which is a principal one). It means that a subordinate clause refers to one notional constituent (expressed by a word  or a phrase)  in a principal clause. From the communicative point of view a subordinate clause renders  the information  which is additional to that of the principal clause. 

       Coordination is observed between the syntactically equal sentences, e.g.:

Soon he left the house and I followed him.

Ranking of clauses into equal or unequal comes from their relation to one another.

A sequential clause in a composite sentence with coordination refers to the whole of the leading clause. It is due to this fact that the position of a coordinate clause is rigidly fixed in all cases. As for the composite sentences with subordination a subordinate clause usually refers to one notional constituent in a principal clause, e.g.: I would never believe the silly fact that he had been under her influence.

       There are two general ways of combining clauses into a sentence. They are syndetic (conjunctional) and asyndetic (non-conjunctional). According to the traditional point of view all composite sentences are classed into compound sentences and complex sentences, syndetic or asyndetic type of clause connection being specifically displayed with both classes. Consider the following examples:

compound sent.                          asyndetic                           syndetic

                                                   The day was hot,            I was extremely disappointed  

                                                   we felt exhausted.           but she never noticed it. 

complex sent.                             asyndetic                            syndetic

with                                           That was a fantastic         That was a fantastic 

attributive                                    show  I remembered        show which I remembered 

clause                                           forever.                           forever.

with objective                               We realized at once it      We realized  at once that it 

 clauses                                          was a strong argument.    was a strong  argument.                          

with predicative                            The news  is she did         The news is that she did      

clauses                                           leave the city.                   leave the city.      

Thus, the composite sentence is a polypredicative unit revealing 2 or more predicative lines connected with one another by coordination, that is a compound sentence, or subordination, that is a complex sentence.  

        II. Classifications of complex sentences according to the types of clauses in Modern English. 

        The complex sentence is a polypredicative unit built up on the principle of subordination. It is derived from 2 or more base sentences one  of which becomes the principal clause and the other   its subordinate clause. The principle and the  subordinate clauses form a semantico-syntactic unity. It cannot be destroyed without affecting the structure of the sentence. The existence of either of clauses is supported by the  existence of the other, e.g.: He looked  as though he were looking at an absolute stranger.

One can’t eliminate either of the clauses and preserve the grammatical structure of the sentence at that ( ?He looked. As though he were looking at an absolute stranger.)   

       The subordinate clause is joined to the principal clause either by a subordinating connector (subordinator) or asyndetically. Sometimes asyndetic connection is called zero subordinator. In this way the meaningful function of the asyndetic connection is stressed. 

       The principal clause dominates the subordinate one positionally, but it doesn’t mean that their  syntactic status determines the actual division of the sentence. An important role in  theme-rheme division is played by the order of clauses. Compare the following sentences:

1. He is called Mitch (the theme), because his name is Mitchell  (the rheme). –    principal clause expresses the starting point, while the subordinate clause renders the main idea (the speaker’s explanation of the reason  of “calling him Mitch”). 

2. As his name is Mitchell (the theme), he is called Mitch (the rheme).  –  the informative roles will be re-shaped accordingly.            

      One of the central problems concerning the complex sentences deals with the  principles of classification of subordinate clauses. Within the traditional linguistics the 2 different principles have been put forward. The first is functional and the second is categorial.

       In accord with the functional principle subordinate clauses are classed on the basis of their similarity in function with parts of a simple sentence. Namely, they are classed into subject, predicative, object, attributive, adverbial clauses. Actually, there are certain clauses that have no correspondences among the parts of a sentence, for example, some adverbial clauses. Still a general functional similarity between the clauses and parts of a simple sentence does exist and it can be clearly seen from their comparison, e.g.: I was completely frustrated yesterday. – “yesterday” can be substituted by a clause: - I was completely frustrated when they told me about it yesterday.  –  the clause answers the same  question “when?”.

       Thus, the functional classification of subordinate clauses, based on the analogy with the parts of the simple sentence,  reflects the essential properties of the complex sentences.

        The categorial classification draws a parallel between subordinate clauses and parts of speech. According to the categorial principle subordinate clauses are classed by their nominative properties, that is on their analogy with the part-of- speech classification of notional words. From this point of view all subordinate clauses are divided into 3 categorial groups.

        The first  group is formed by the substantive-nominal clauses. It includes clauses that name an event as a certain fact. They are also called noun-clauses and are similar to the nominative function of a noun. Their noun-like nature is easily revealed by substitution, e.g.: I thought up  what we could do under the circumstances. – the clause can be substituted by “the plan”-  I thought up  the plan.                

        The second  group of clauses is called qualification-nominal or adjective clauses. They name an event as a certain characteristic of another event. The adjective-like nature of these clauses can also be proved by substitution, e.g. The man whom you saw in the hall was   our client. – That man was our client; e.g.:  Did you find  a room  where we could hold a meeting? – Did you find such kind of room? 

        The third group of clauses can be called adverbial. They name an event as a dynamic characteristic of another event. Adverbial clauses are best tested by   transformations, e.g.: They will meet us half way if we follow the agreement.- They will meet us half way on condition that we follow the agreement; e.g.: I could hardly make up any plan, as I did not know the details.- I could hardly make up any plan  for the reason that I did not know the details. 

        In conclusion it should be noted that the discussed principles of classification (functional and categorial) are mutually complementary   (for details see: Bloch M.Y.  A Course in Theoretical English Grammar.- p. 311).       

2. Practice.

Analyze the following sentences

 "The fundamental problem with education and motivating kids to learn what they need to learn is that the payoffs are so distant,"   
Bible does not mention them directly, Ken Ham thinks there is no reason to suppose that dinosaurs were not still around at the time of the flood.
"What you're seeing is a move toward activities where you don't need to be so great at catching and throwing and things like that, so we can appeal to a wider range of kids."
Eventually I got over all the other reasons that had been stopping me, but how to support myself after the divorce was a really big issue."
Children can join a choir to a standard that individually they can't reach — and that leads to a sense of achievement."
By sealing off these competing forces in distinct worlds and then juxtaposing them, the architects have subtly reasserted the dignity of the public realm, while providing a potent commentary on where our culture is heading.
Like the spring showers that give the parched landscape a veneer of green, China's authoritarian leaders, approaching the end of their five-year terms in office, have suggested that they would like to see their country become more democratic.
Her Mend Shima has also signed because she says she has seen lots of women suffer, even her own mother when she divorced.
Not only is the segregation system discriminatory, says Ms Regen, but it can also be dangerous, she says, for those like her who ignore it.
Ned McGrath, an official with the Archdiocese of Detroit, which represents 1.4 million Roman Catholics, issued a statement comparing Mr. Kevorkian's actions to those of a "pathological serial killer."

3. Control quiz.

Make the lineal structural analysis of the given sentences
It has been shown that any exercise is effective in reducing these cancers and that more exercise does help lower your risk further

When- 13-year old Taylor, who lives in Modesto, California, wants help with her homework, she no longer goes and asks her mother for help.
Those who are watching the same channel can swap messages with each other and with . the channel's creator, even if he or she is silently stalking wild animals.
Hometask.

Analyze following sentences. Make lineal and vertical structure. Explain your thoughts

A community programme which aims to encourage obese children to be more healthy has proved highly successful, a study has found.
In short, it's a great show, but the best part is the voting, which is done "American Idol"- / style via text messaging.
