The general samizdat. 

"Open Your Publishing house!" – says advertising slogans dedicated to the new printer’s release. However, we did not get beyond slogans. 

Alas, the development of printing technologies, and home printing in particular, has not led to any major shift in samizdat activities. Laser printer, entered into use did not become a method, but remains an instrument. Despite the high speed, high print quality so it remained only a possibility to print the text, but not publish it. 

Can we tolerate this state of affairs? 

Russia – is the homeland of samizdat, as samizdat - a true son of his country. Many books and periodicals produced by printing establishments have the quality and overall impression approaching to the "homemade". Samizdat has advanced technically, but its spirit has not changed, i.e. samizdat remains to be a low-budget non-profit art project. 

In general, despite the freedom of speech and the formal prohibition of censorship, in capitals is virtually impossible and in the province - it is quite impossible to publish the book, which not intended to be commercially successful or potentially covered under the infamous Article 282. Circulations of nonprofit arts in any form are traditionally low: 100, 200, 300 copies in poor quality printing and the absence of any illustrations. These books are called samizdat, despite the fact that they released in the official printing establishments. They get into the bookstores very rarely; they do not have any demand because of little reader’s interest. Its content is either compositions of literary dilettantes or "clones" of the classics of traditionalism or avant-garde art in the form of letters. 

In the area of periodic samizdat situation is somewhat different. "Thoroughbred" literary samizdat journals is virtually absent (for memory only comes "Nemirovsky Bulletin" (1) based on materials of M. Nemiroff’s poetry blog). On the contrary, literary journals and anthologies tend to high-quality paper and printing. Empty niche occupied mainly by various kinds of "Bulletin (of a certain university)" and "Collections", dedicated to scientific conferences. Other participants of samizdat "space" become political activist newspapers and music fanzines. Such publications are united by a low level of publishing and typesetting. 

However, despite its relative saturation, the work and stress are not present in this system. While samizdat books find their readers on book presentations and among the friends of the authors, the periodic journals has no readers: scientific collections are not interesting even to their authors. The situation around fanzines is somewhat better, but the duration of their existence is usually short and the political newspaper goes out from the hands of a distributor straight into the wastebasket. 

This situation can be described in one word: "shit!" The printed word as a carrier of ideas and as the media enjoys great prestige, we have a technical means which allow anybody to create his own organ, and the postmodern mind does little or no to grasp this opportunity. Everyone rushed to the Internet and wrote a great number of texts intoxicated with absolute power, thereby devalued the idea of blogging and any online statement. However, it is quite not so simple to shake the credibility of the press... 

It is time for the full proliferation of print media! If you have a laser printer  it is quite possible to publish your own journal with circulation of 50-100 copies just for peanuts (about 300-500 rubles). 

The subjects of your journal are up to you. 

Those who engaged in literary work or non-academic research - let them publish it. You can establish Bulletins of "courtyard", "squats", etc. Those who love football and politics can easily organize organ in assessing the achievement of national sport or to comprehend the garbage, which is given to us by TV. 

Target audience is your immediate environment, both real and online (blogs, literary sites, etc.).   

There is countless "entry points" for organ, as the principles of the layout of texts. 

In the printed edition the texts can be configured on the following principles:  chronology (such as the weekly newspapers), theme (the journal "Science and Life" (2)), geography ("Official Bulletin of universities" (3)), conceptual (the magazine "Elements" (4)) and rizomorph (without center and hierarchy, but with links, as in the "dead" magazine "101" (5)). If you wish, you can come up with new and combine listed. 

If the numbers of samizdat journals reach a certain critical level, the anarchic information field will be formed and chaos will resound with the voice of the people. General samizdat is the way to overthrow the dictatorship of the mass-media, monopolized by politics and capital, and the first step toward creating unmanageable and thus truly free flow of information. 

Another liberating aspect of the general samizdat is the formula: "publication = production." Man does not produce anything outside his profession (or produces nothing) nowadays. Blogging and other online publications may be considered to be a virtual manufacturing. The degree of responsibility for producer of virtual approaches to zero, the amount of written - to infinity, the period of life is 24 hours or less, down to minutes. The actual publication is multiplying the pride and satisfaction, increases the responsibility for writing and publishing life span, limiting the amount of written. Such way of activity increases the creative qualities of the samizdat publisher, the qualities of deeply personal kind. 

Publishing activity as a piece work bears the stamp of individuality, or at least, "eclectic" individual of journal’s authors. An individualization which taken place in the area of the informational chaos is an act of freedom (as opposed to individualization in the social area. It becomes a person’s "social role" - father, mother, colleague, friend, etc.). 

The utopian future of general samizdat is establishment of meta-journal, the online publication which shall forge ties between the actual periodicals. Within the scope of meta-journal all the compositional techniques could implement under the guidance of rhizomorph principle. Meta-journal will contain electronic versions of paper samizdat 
and would be a pure connection which shall erase geographic boundaries, hierarchical scale ("professional - unprofessional", "the multiple or small circulation", etc.). 

It is clear that the idea of general samizdat requires an explosion of passionarity, appearance of the mass of people who desire to do something that is not true of we talking about Russia nowadays (true  - “to earn something”, " to drink something," to fuck (or swindle) someone "). 

However, perhaps the lumen in the era of general impotence occurs, a short relapse appears and our country will become the most writing and the "most reading" by using the utopian potential of general samizdat. 

- Gleb Kolomiets 

Comments: 

1. The electronic version of "Nemirovsky Bulletin" can be considered itself LJ: http://nemiroff.livejournal.com/ 

2. Magazine site: http://www.nkj.ru/ 

3. H For example, Journal of the Nizhny Novgorod State University. NI Lobachevskii: HTTP: / / www. UNN. Ru /? Main issues = & sub = Vestnik 

4. The electronic version, please see "Arktogeya" (http://www. Arcto. Ru) in the section "Periodicals" 

5. Electronic version: http://www.iceflow.com/onezeroone/101/OneZeroOne.html
