Family life now is very different from what it was a century before. The old patriarchal family had the husband as its head. The wife and children obeyed him and had very few rights. Often a woman married without her agreement on it. The divorce was a thing nearly impossible in that society. The strict religious moral dominated there and however it was stricter to women than to men who could have (and had! - it was a common practice) sexual intercourses before and during their family life and it was not too blamed. The situation was quite different as far as women were concerned. The religious doctrine itself was unjust to women, as if there were the presumption of culpability of women. For many centuries especially in the Middle Ages the woman was considered as "the vessel of evil". And only the great effort of humanists, feminists and other fighters for the human rights could overcome the situation.  However one can meet people (the most interesting fact is that they are mostly old women) who still think that it is a woman who is guilty of everything, when something unpleasant happens they say "Cherchez la femme! (Look for the woman!)". Another particular feature of the old family was a big number of children (up to ten and even more). The consequence was as follows. The status of the woman, the lack of education, the need to look after children, to do household chores didn’t allow her to find a job, to have money of her own, to search some independence. Fortunately now the situation has changed. The long and hard struggle for women and human rights yielded its fruit. In very many countries of the world women and men have equal rights to education, work, social and political activity. The invention and the use of household appliances save women much time. The use of means of contraception and the permission of abortion led to diminution of number of children in married couples. So the woman can spare less time for her family and think more about her career, different ways of self-actualization. The woman has become independent financially on her husband and no moral precepts except moss-grown ones don't make her obey him. So the marriage is not any more a kind of slavery for a woman, now it is rather an alliance of two personalities loving and respecting each other and willing to assume responsibility following their marriage. This is the ideal. But the reality is often very far from this ideal. It is not rarely now that people do not take family obligations too seriously. Marrying they don't often understand all the responsibility they are assuming. The modern culture of the society of consumption ("the culture of death" after the pope John Paul II) doesn't teach to be responsible, as the old one did, it only teaches to enjoy, and if your duties prevent you from enjoying life, give up your duties or you will be bored! The number of divorces is increasing every year, more and more children are brought up only by mothers (very rarely by fathers) who are too busy trying hard to earn their living and have very little time to see their kids and communicate with them. Children are left on their owns. Nothing prevents them from entering bad companies, taking alcoholic drinks, drugs, committing crimes. More and more often people tired in a constant chase of money, fame, power and other ephemeral things begin to feel frustrated. And who knows, perhaps the measured way of life of the patriarchal society, where the God (and as a result - conscience) was "alive", was not so bad as it can seem at first.

