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Independence of Colonial Peoples. 
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         Every event in history is like a rock dropped into an ocean: even after the waves it generates have stopped being distinguishable, they are still there, and will always be there, affecting things in ways that, as time goes by, become more and more impossible to see, but no less real. This is hardly a new concept. Writes such as James Burke and Robert Anton Wilson have made livings writing about the interconnectivity of events that you would never think have anything to do with one another. Going back a little further, what is known as “the butterfly effect” postulated that a single flap of a butterfly's wings on one end of the planet could cause a tornado on the other end. Bringing this to the area of social sciences then, we are then faced with the question of what exactly someone is responsible for, if they could conceivably twitch their finger and wind up unknowingly "causing" the death of someone they've never met. Let's even forget about the accidental effects of otherwise benign actions, and go to more agreeably immoral acts. For many years the  problem of decolonization and its effects existed  . 

Decolonization is a political process, frequently involving violence (Deegan, 78). In extreme circumstances, there is a War of Independence sometimes following on a revolution. More often, there is a dynamic cycle where negotiations fail, minor disturbances ensue resulting in suppression by the police and military forces, escalating into more violent revolts that lead to further negotiations until independence is granted. In rare cases, the actions of the native population are characterized by non-violence, India being an example of this, and the violence comes as active suppression from the occupying forces or as political opposition from forces representing minority local communities who feel threatened by the prospect of independence. For example, there was a war of independence in French Indochina, while in some countries 

        Few exceptions, postcolonial Africa was characterised by political instability, ethnic rivalry and unhelpful external intervention including the activity of hired mercenaries. The growth of the Commonwealth out of the old British Empire after World War Two however, has helped build dialogue and friendship and heal some of the potentially dangerous divisions. 

        In the 1960's, change in Africa accelerated sharply (Deegan, 94) . In part, this was because of the growing penetration of the community-based model of development in Africa. Developed more or less simultaneously in West Africa, south India, and Angola, community-based development focused on the provision of basic health care and educational services to people in rural communities in ways acceptable to local cultures, with the aim of producing a healthy and literate population able to participate in political and economic modernization and enfranchising human rights. These programs did soon lead to rapid improvements in living standards wherever they were implemented, preparing the way for the introduction of modern methods of agriculture and the arrival of mass culture. However, they had the unintended side-effect of bringing the peasantries of Africa into national societies. In the East African Community, for instance, community-based education programs tended with few exceptions to teach in the Swahili language, a local trade language common to many of the different ethnolinguistic groups of East Africa. Soon, this usage of Swahili far beyond its traditional areas on the Indian Ocean seacoast helped to reinforce the concept of a common East African identity, often defined in anti-colonial terms. 

       The first decade of independence saw fantastic achievements in most of the states of Africa (MacKenzie, 17). In the Union of South Africa, an African middle class expanded immensely and came to acquire equal status with that country's whites. Lusophone Angola and Francophone West Africa and Gabon slowly began to industrialize, and the three countries' investment in education and health care began to have a noticeable effect on national statistics. Many former British colonies -- particularly Yorubaland in western Africa, and Botswana, Matabeleland, and Zimbabwe in southern Africa -- experienced the same process of modernization and growth. Despite occasional fits of growth, most of the East African Community did not experience the economic boom experienced elsewhere in the continent, though it did manage to succeed handsomely in establishing effective Community-wide mass education programs. In all of the continent, only Congo and former Italian East Africa failed to make any significant progress in maintaining or even raising living standards. 

     By the early 1980's, Africa seemed to be on the verge of an economic miracle. Southern Africa began to coalesce as a cohesive economic bloc, while coastal West Africa and Yorubaland seemed on the verge of a full-scale industrial revolution like that of Egypt, Korea or Mexico one generation ago. The East African Community likewise showed promise, and even the Congo saw some political stability. Absent the Third World War, the 1980's might have been just as prosperous for Africa as the previous decade. As it was, they were devastating. 

      In the early 1970s, black workers staged strikes and violently revolted against their inferior conditions. South Africa invaded Angola in 1975 in an attempt to crush mounting opposition in exile, but the action was a complete failure. In 1976, open rebellion erupted in the black township of Soweto near Johannesburg as a protest against the requirement of the use of Afrikaans as the medium of instruction in black schools. Over the next months rioting spread to other large cities of South Africa, resulting in the deaths of more than 600 blacks. In 1977, the death of black leader Steve Biko in police custody (and under suspicious circumstances) prompted protests and sanctions (Curtin, 98). 

      Like most of the Southern Hemisphere, Africa escaped even the most perfunctory targeting of weapons of mass destruction (MacKenzie, 67). Most unfortunately, though, Africa was highly dependent upon food exports from the European Confederation, partly because of Africa's concentration on non-consumable crops grown for export, partly because of the shift towards urbanization and non-agricultural work. Following the decimation of the Ukrainian grain crop, almost all of Africa was thrown back on its own resources, as the food exporters of the First and Second Worlds conserved their own food for themselves. As a result of this, famine strode across the African continent, in the winter of 1982 and 1983. Angola and South Africa were spared the rigours of the winter, both thanks to their close relations with Brazil and their own productive agricultural economies. Many of the smaller, and more progressive, countries of southern Africa -- especially Botswana, Swaziland, and Ndebeleland -- were likewise able to avoid famine through strict rationing, and their larger neighbours received some food from their more fortunate neighbours. Gabon was unique in Africa in that it had the foreign exchange that it needed to buy the remaining grain exports on the international market. In all, outside of southern Africa half of the African population died of famine, of subsequent epidemics, and of the expected political strife. This figure reached an appalling 80% in Congo, as the crisis quickly escalated into a Hobbesian civil war that ended up destroying organized society across the former federation. 

       Even though all Africa was prostrate, most African governments were barely able to avoid a complete collapse of society, and were able to spare the urban populations of their countries from the worst effects of the famine. This imbalance between favoured urban areas and devastated rural hinterlands would later prove to be a major political problem in African countries. Just as Flagellants took advantage of Europe's 14th century decimation in the Black Death to wreak havoc, so did many revolutionary organizations - Christian millenarians in Côte d'Or, Linbiaoist rebels in Tanganyika, pro-Iranian Islamists in Somalia - try to overthrow the existing order, blamed for the unprecedented calamity (MacKenzie, 96). By 1985, Africa had recovered some measure of stability, though through sheer exhaustion more than anything else. 

        The process of recovery was slow. At times, many Africans and non-Africans alike despaired that Africa could ever be restored to its pre-War prosperity. Many even believed that even as the First and Second Worlds recovered, Africa would remain perpetually trapped in Third World status. Although there did seem to be proof of this, these prognosticators ignored Africa's many strength. The continent was unique, for instance, in completely avoiding any kind of targeting with weapons of mass destruction, and unlike elsewhere in the Northern Hemisphere, the winter of 1982-3 and fallout caused relatively little ecological damage. Though the famines decimated the peasantries of western, eastern, and central Africa, the southern African peasantry wasn't destroyed; in fact, the complete disruption of rural societies across Africa allowed African governments to begin enacting the kinds of land reform necessary for long-term rural stability. Moreover, the educated middle and upper classes of Africa survived the traumas of the period mostly intact, and with few exceptions were generally reinforced in their adherence to democratic values. Perhaps most importantly, Europe and South America simply had too much interest in Africa and African developments to let the entire continent fall apart. 

        By the late 1980's, these factors above began to make themselves felt across Africa, as the continent gradually recovered. In the East African Community, for instance, and interior West Africa, determined national governments pushed through aggressive land-reform laws that established peasantries in both regions that were essentially free from the old oppressive land system. In coastal West Africa and Yorubaland, peasant agricultural cooperatives sponsored by governments and private agencies created localized and democratic community economies that were able to compete with plantation economies. The industrializing states of Africa -- particularly Yorubaland, Kenya, and West Africa -- were not able to expand their industries during this period of recovery, but they were able to keep them intact. In southern Africa, in the meantime, South Africa consolidated its position as one of the major exporters of rare metals and the eleventh-largest industrial economy in the world, and evolved into one of the most important trading nations in the area of the Indian Ocean. many African countries prepared their National Plans of Action on the environment with the assistance of specialized agencies. While these plans make references to women, they hardly indicate women s role in natural resources management and environmental protection as recommended by Action 21, the Cairo Conference on Population and Development ( ICPD) and the Dakar and Beijing Conferences on Women. Generally, the institutions entrusted with the integration of women and environment issues acknowledge the importance of women s role in this regard, but they are unable to take necessary action owing to the major constraints facing them.
       At the same time, the worldwide influence of African cultures began to expand significantly. In part this was because of the increased access of Africans to worldwide communications media, whether through national television networks partly subsidized by the League or through the new popularity of West African literature and popular music, as such writers as Ousmene Sembène and musicians such as Youssou N'Dour and Salif Keita achieved world-wide popularity. Increasingly, the large number of African immigrants in Europe, South America, and Egypt ensured the wider penetration of African culture across the world. 

         Since the second world war a lot  has changed. This war globalised social, economic, political, cultural and ideological issues of human existence. It drew the whole of humanity together because all races  and nations directly or indirectly participated in it.The cold war has gone and the world is a global village nowadaysThe evolution of social institutions is the primary engine driving the development of society. Social institutions act as powerful stimuli for development by increasing the frequency, intensity and efficiency of social interactions. This evolution has moved through three successive but overlapping stages of development – physical, vital, and mental – that can be described in terms of the type of organization predominant during that stage. The paper examines the role of three organizations characteristic of the three stages – urbanization, money. humanity is entering a new stage of development in which the mental consciousness plays a far more powerful and determinative role. This has created the possibility and the opportunity for humanity to replace the slow and stumbling process of unconscious social development with a more conscious, rapid and integrated method that is free from the excesses, insufficiencies, frequent setbacks and dead ends that have characterized human progress until now. The essential prerequisites for this significant change include a thorough re-examination of humanity’s past experience and present activities from the perspective of a comprehensive theory of the development process. Once this is done, we could proceed with greater preparedness and confidence to ask “What are the limits?”  Governments should take note of this and avoid repressive means. Human kind was not destined for trouble for the sake of it. Man-made troubles should halt for natural hazards are enough menace.
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