Mannerheim’s Lessons on Russia

After Russia’s attack on Ukraine on February 24, 2022, a website I use professionally silently posted a link to the memoirs of Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim (1867–1951), an allusion to Finland’s heroic resistance to Russia, most notably during the Winter War.
By a strange coincidence, a book I started reading two days before the war mentioned the first visit of Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama, to Finland in 1988, when he showed interest in Mannerheim and visited his museum in Helsinki. His Holiness was obviously intrigued not only by the Baron’s travels to Asia and his encounter with the 13th Dalai Lama in 1908, but also by Finland’s experience in dealing with a powerful and menacing neighbor — something Tibetans can relate to. And that experience may also be pertinent to the struggles Ukraine currently undergoes.
The Memoirs of Marshal Mannerheim (aptly titled The Lifeline. How I separated from Russia in the abridged Russian edition) is a fascinating and instructive read. There’s a couple of striking things in the book. First is how Mannerheim’s account is dehumanized, especially when he describes the events that happened after he became a statesman. Politics and war seem like just a massive game of chess, without ethics or morals. Individual lives hardly matter to policy makers, especially when it comes to war.

It’s also telling how, when explaining how Finland was forced to collaborate with Germany during World War II due to logistical dependence and the Soviet invasion, Mannerheim almost entirely ignores the ethical side of Nazism. He only mentions in passing that he wasn’t aware of the atrocities in concentration camps, but he surely was aware of what the Nazi ideology is all about. The same we can witness today: perverted nationalistic and imperialistic ideas for some and fossil fuel supplies and business interests for others are more important than some petty human lives.

Another striking thing is how Finland’s fate is similar to that of Ukraine. For a long time, Finland was a part of the Russian Empire, then declared independence and encountered unreasonable territorial demands and accusations that led to several bloody conflicts which started with false flag attacks.

When trying to draw lessons from the book, there are at least five of them that are especially relevant to the current situation in Ukraine.
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Read full article here: https://medium.com/@oculusserpentis/mannerheims-lessons-on-russia-fef64606a54b#eff2
