History of Dubai

The Emirate of Dubai is located on the Arabian Peninsula south of the Persian Gulf and is the main place for tourism on Middle East. From 1830 and until now members of Al Maktoum family are rulers of Dubai. Dubai is the second-largest emirate. Statistically its population was 610.000 as of 1994. 
Dubai is divided by the creek into two parts: Bar Dubai and Deira. 
The most common mode of transport in the creek is abra, a traditional ancient Arabic water taxi, still existing at the present day. 
Dubai settlement was established long time before in 830. According to the legend, Dubai was established by a small clan that arrived from the oasis on the territory of the modern Emirate of Abu-Dhabi. Over the course of history Dubai was a small village on the shore of the Persian Gulf. In Middle Ages Dubai became a significant trading centre rivaling with neighboring Sharjah.
In 1910 Dubai was a port town having 10 thousand citizens and occupying 3 square kilometers. 
Dubai changed significantly since oil was found there in 1966, though not as much as in Abu-Dhabi. The estimated amount of oil is rather limited and requires spending money obtained from crude production economically and rationally making investments in other economy sector such as tourism, industry and trade. 
Dubai conducts trade with 140 countries. Many international corporations use Dubai as a transit port between East and West. There is a free trade zone in Dubai - Jebel Ali. Annual DUBAI SHOPPING FESTIVAL trade festivals attract people from all round the world. 
As early as 1980 Dubai didn’t have its own fully-featured airport, only small airfield accepting three flights per week from British Royal airlines. Today the airport of Dubai consists of two fully equipped modern terminals accepting up to 10 million passengers every year. Efforts of the ruler of Dubai, sheikh Maktoum, took significant economical results: for now share of crude production makes only 12% of GDP, while tourism bring more than 20% to the national economics.   
Over the last 30 years the Emirate of Dubai changed greatly, architectural innovations changed its appearance from an old eastern town to the modern megalopolis. Ablazing skyscrapers on the Sheikh Zayed Road - the most upscale street of Dubai, arise sensation of an entirely European city. The twin Emirates Towers of silver-grey color, are the pride of the street. There is also the Dubai World Trade Centre nearby where all kinds of exhibitions, conferences, forums and seminars take place. 

Sometimes Dubai is called Paris of the Persian Gulf as it has so many restaurants, night clubs and shops. 
