White stain on wood
Today we use wood for many different purposes. One of the most popular is the construction of different furniture, but wood, as an organic material, tends to deteriorate due to external irritants. In order to protect the material and extend the life of the product almost all furniture is treated with different substances. These include white wood stain, which is quite unique in its kind. The main feature of the white stain is in the structure, or rather in the composition, which is absorbed into the wood fibers and binds them. The white stain is a special chemical solution based on alkyds, oil or resin. Such a variety in composition allows the white stain to penetrate into the tissue of the wood. After the application of the stain, the wood changes color noticeably (darker or whiter).
Briefly about the white stain
Today there is a huge variety of stains. For example, they differ in colors that mimic natural wood: maple, oak, red. However, more recently, manufacturers of stains were able to create a few more colors. In consequence, they managed to produce a stain that is unique in its kind, namely "Whiteness". Many people consider this solution meaningless, preferring the usual white paint. However, using ordinary paint you can not get the same result, which gives a white stain.
This is because white stain preserves the structure of the wood. In the case of white paint such a result is simply not possible. This difference significantly changes the appearance of the product, adding a fresher look to it. Some people try to replace the white stain with watercolor paint. Of course, watercolor allows you to get the effect of protruding wood structure, but will not do it as well as the stain. The main reason for this global difference is that the paint is a coating, but the stain in turn is a solution. It should also be noted that the service life of watercolor is much lower than that of stain. That is why at the stage of painting a wooden product, it is best to refuse cheap stains and paints, once overpaying for quality.
The difference between white stain and paint
White wood stain in its structure is an additive, as it changes the color of wood by seeping and binding to the fibers. In turn, the paint has the main difference - it lays on top of the wood. Of course, both paint and stain perform an aesthetic role. They simply interact with the wood in different ways. Paint refers to the category of surface coatings, but the stain to the treatment of wood. That's why ordinary white paint does not actually paint, but is a kind of layer.
How white stain works
As mentioned above, white stain has a key difference from all analogues - it seeps into the material, thereby changing the actual color of the product. Due to the absorption and release of a special pigment, the painted part of the wood quickly changes its color. It becomes either darker or lighter, it depends only on the customer's preference. It should be noted that all kinds of stains can retain the natural texture of wood, while protecting it from external irritants. 
White wood stain makes the appearance of the product attractive, but at the same time leaves a note of naturalness. By absorbing it, it preserves all the fiber threads. Obviously, a white stain will be a great solution to refresh the appearance of your product. At the same time, the appearance of wood treated with stain cannot be compared with other materials.  Thanks to the white stain, you can achieve an incredible result that will definitely surprise all your guests. In addition to the appearance, white stain performs a protective function, thereby prolonging the life of the product.
Preparing the room for painting wood with white stain
Applying a white stain to wood is a simple enough task. However, it is very important to take a number of safety precautions that will keep you completely safe. A responsible approach will make the whole process more enjoyable. First of all, you should get organized and make sure that you have all the necessary materials. Don't forget to protect the rest of the interior in advance. Prepare a tarp or paper to protect the flooring and furniture, which may be affected by drips of stain.
What to do if there is already paint on the wood
You can skip this step if you are interacting with a new material. Even in this case, however, you need to sand the wood thoroughly. If you are painting on stained or varnished wood, it is advisable to sand a few words before applying the white stain to remove the excess paint completely.
If the furniture or other wooden product already has paint on it, you will most likely need a special lacquer remover and sandpaper. Thanks to these two components, you can completely get rid of unwanted paint. After the final removal of the remaining paint, you can proceed with the application of a white stain. This way you will get the most effective result. If there are not large paint stains on your material, a few coats of sanding will most likely suffice. It is advisable to let the wood "breathe" a little after cleaning. In this case the impregnation of the stain will be faster.
White wood stain: VARATHANE Premium Fast-Dry Wood Stain
If you focus primarily on the quality of the stain rather than its price, you should consider Varathane's quick-drying wood stain. This coating is quite versatile and shows up great on almost all types of wood. In case you need to renovate the appearance of kitchen furniture, flooring or skirting boards Varathane Premium Fast-Dry is the best solution. Obviously, everybody wants to see instant results with a stain. Poor quality stain may require reapplication, which of course takes a lot of time. 
Varathane offers a stain with a unique composition that allows you to get a faded result after the first application. It's all about the richness and effectiveness of the stain. Another great advantage of the aforementioned stain is the drying time, namely one hour. And the most amazing feature of Varathane stain is quality-price ratio, which is much better than all the nearest competitors. The large variety of bottles will enable you to choose the required amount of stain, which will save your finances considerably. Each stain contains a special nano pigment responsible for the coloring and the saturation of the final result.
The best solution for finishing wooden products
If the usual white wood stain is not suitable for your purposes, because you are not planning to paint the entire surface, the best solution is a stain from Minwax. It is the material from this manufacturer has a fairly light shade and does not change the color of the product so much. This option is suitable in those cases where you want to highlight the natural structure and color of the wood in the foreground. Often all manufacturers emphasize on the richness and durability of their stains, but such a result is not always needed. In turn, the manufacturer Minwax acts differently, emphasizing the delicacy and harmony of the shade. Using this stain, you can show the main external features of wood with taste.
The stain from this manufacturer, like other alternatives, seeps into the structure of the material and binds to the fibers. However, in this case, the pigment used in the composition remains always fresh and light. If you are looking for a neat stain with a discreet shade, then be sure to pay attention to this option. If you encounter a need for an extra gloss on the product after the coloring is completed, you should repeat the procedure again. That being said, you don't have to worry about overdoing it. The aforementioned wood stain offers a cutting edge solution on the market of elegant yet modern stains that will not overwhelm the appearance of your wooden furniture.
Can a white stain be used on pine?
Pine wood takes a stain very well. It can be firmly stated that pine shows up very well when combined with a white stain. This result is the result of the perfect combination of the elements of pine and stain. The stain can be applied with virtually any rags, brushes and other soft cloths. With the right stain, pine wood can take on an incredibly beautiful appearance.
Is it permissible to use white stain over paint
In fact, applying white stain over ordinary paint is not worth your while. However, if the paint is already cracked, you can get quite an interesting result. But absolutely everyone claims that you should only apply stain on untreated and clean wood. That is why you should take a little time to prepare the wood. Use liquids for varnish removal and a sander or sandpaper.
Bottom line: which should I choose: white paint or stain?
At the end of our article we would like to summarize. Faced with the need to treat wood in white you have two options: stain and paint. Of course, you can resort to the use of varnish. However, this solution has outdated aesthetic qualities. 
If the appearance of the interior is more important to you, then white paint will be a bad solution, even though it does an excellent job with its protective functions. The stain, in turn, will allow you to get a modern wood finish, but you should understand that you will not be able to remove the stain from the wood. The reason for this feature is the unique type of interaction between the stain and the wood. Unlike ordinary paint, the stain soaks into the structure of wood and intimately connected with the fibers of wood. That is why you need to approach the staining very carefully, although it is difficult enough to spoil the product stain.
In the case where the appearance of the product does not play a big role, but more importantly protection, the most advantageous solution would be a regular white paint. But it is worth considering its relatively short life, which will require regular maintenance. That is why it is best to think about the final decision several times.
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions
We will now briefly break down a few of the most popular questions about staining wood with paint and stain. We hope this material has answered all of your questions and explained in detail the nature of stains. Of course, it is best to consult with knowledgeable people before making a preliminary decision, but that is not always possible.
1. Are there white stains for wood?
Today there is a huge variety of white stains for wood. But the visual result of such paint leaves a lot to be desired. That's why it's best to look at the white stain. 
2. what causes white stain on wood?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The cause of a white stain on wood that suddenly appears may be the end of the life of the varnish. In such a case, it is advisable to remove the remains of the lacquer completely with a special solution to avoid damaging the wood. Paint or stain should be applied immediately.
3. What does white stain look like on wood?
A white stain gives wood a unique appearance. By impregnating the wood fibers it preserves the natural structure of the wood, which is what makes a stain different from a normal white stain, which in turn is applied over wood. The final result of the stain treatment can surprise absolutely everyone, as you get a subtle white color with preservation of the structure of the wood.
