Vladimir Galaktionovich Korolenko is a great Russian writer, whose works can be relevant even nowadays. In those, he writes about the difficulties of the life of common Russian people, highlighting the social problems such as poverty, homelessness, etc. One of such works is his tale "Without a tongue"
It tells the story of a Russian immigrant in the United States, Matvey Dyshlo. His sister is invited by her husband to his farm in America, and Catherine (the sister of the main character) brings her brothers Matvey and Ivan, who live in a village where everyone has the surname - Lozinsky. However, since they don’t have tickets, they have to take a steamship voyage from the German city of Hamburg to New York later than the sister.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In their journey, they try to find out what "American freedom" is, rumors of which had reached the brothers back in their hometown. During the voyage, an elderly man, also a Russian migrant, dies. His daughter Anna is left orphaned. Matvey feels it is his duty to help the unfortunate girl.
Arriving in the unfamiliar country, they meet a fellow countryman who helps the Lozinsky brothers and Anna, inviting them to his home. Throughout the story, Matvey faces difficulties such as an unsuccessful fight with an Irishman, getting lost in the city, getting into a fight with a policeman and a crowd of protesters, and even facing a trial where he didn't understand a word, but was helped by another Russian immigrant.
After overcoming all obstacles, the main character understands America’s reality and realizes that he no longer has the option to return, even though he feels a melancholy in his soul. All the problems the main character has faced were caused by not knowing the language of the country he has moved to. Through this work, Vladimir Galaktionovich Korolenko highlights the problem of a language barrier.
The idea of writing a story about a Russian immigrant in the United States was inspired by his trip to the country in 1903 to visit the exhibition in Chicago. He was shocked by the treatment of white Americans towards black people. After his journey, he realized that living in the "free" United States was especially difficult for a foreigner.
The genre of Korolenko's work is journalistic, containing elements of travel essays. In the story, Vladimir Korolenko details American life and routine, analyzing them deeply. The author tries to understand the meaning of life for Americans: whether it is similar to the life of a Russian person or if there are differences. Korolenko compares the values of these two peoples.
Therefore, in his work "Without a tongue", Vladimir Galaktionovich Korolenko skillfully explores the themes of immigration and cultural shock, which the main character faces in a foreign country. Korolenko's story is a fascinating example of Russian literature that addresses important social and cultural problems, remaining relevant and significant over the years.
Moreover, Korolenko not only tells the story of one character, he uses it to showcase common problems faced by immigrants. He illustrates how a language barrier can become an insurmountable obstacle, how challenging it can be to adapt to a new culture, and how important it is to find support among people from your country. All of this makes the story "Without a tongue" not only an interesting literary work, but also an important social commentary that remains relevant today, as the issue of migration becomes increasingly relevant.
