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At 37, my childhood friend Brian 
Wallach was diagnosed with ALS. 
Then he started tapping a lifetime
of connections to give hope — and 
help — to fellow sufferers. 
by Brian Barrett
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Trolls, hackers, and a real 
pandemic plague the 
sequel to a videogame 
about a pandemic.
by Darryn King
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An ingenious insurance 
plan could have helped 
save the economy. So 
why are we in this mess?
by Evan Ratliff
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Stories of a world — and 
a future — transformed 
by a viral cataclysm. 
by Laurie Penny, Steven 
Levy, Gideon Lewis-Kraus, 
Chris Colin, Maimuna S. 
Majumder, and more
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Behind the Scenes
“Shooting outdoors can 
complicate things,” says 
Christie Hemm Klok, who 
photographed Nathan 
Wolfe from a safe 
distance in his Bay Area 
backyard. For example, 
there are bees outdoors. 
“When I saw the bee, I 
really wanted to get a 
shot of it.” And so she did. 
(No virologists were 
stung in the making of 
this magazine.)
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