Foreign literature and literature of studied language.

It’s hard to over-estimate value of French literature course for students of foreign languages faculty as studying language without  appealing to national literature is impossible. Systemized course  of French literature from Middle Ages up to Nowadays assists not only the knowledge of cultural value gained during the centuries but also helps students to realize  French literature as part of the world literature.  In the process of studying this course  intersubject relationships  are taken into consideration. Literature is reviewed against background of the historical development of other countries. Facts from history, philosophy, science, art are involved.

Lecturer has to underline links between French and Russian literature in course of lections. Avoiding going into details in treatment of processes in literature from Middle Ages till the end of the 19th с. students must be accustomed to typological interpretation  of phenomena (classicism, romanticism, realism), theoretical knowledge in the field of  French literature. They also must be helped in working out a conception of cultural epochs. So, material from section “French literature of Middle Ages and Renaissance” aims at comprehension of:

· specific character of medieval and renaissance mentality;

· tendencies and genres of literature as definite belles- letters system caused by needs of people from epochs past. Of no less importance is to observe how the elements of artistic thinking of subsequent epochs arose during Middle Ages and Renaissance; how principles of psychologism , hystorism and other traits of modern literature gradually developed.

Universally recognized, that French realism is the most significant phenomenon in west-European  literature of 1830th – beginning of 1870th . Therefore it’s necessary to pay attention  during lections and tutorials to the way its conception was being worked out in preface to “The Human Comedy” and “Sketch about Beyle ” by Balzac, also in Stendhal’s  “Racine and Shakespeare”, “Walter Scott”, “Princess Clevskaya” and his letter to Balzac on his article  about novel “The Charterhouse of Parma”. Of no small importance also are diaries and letters of Stendhal, P. Merimee’s preface to the novel “The Chronicle of Karl IX life” and chapter 8 from this novel. Precisely in these works we find out explanation of the basic principle in realism – the principle of  reflection; rules of  reality reproduction; the idea of bound between the human and the society; subject of depiction; types of reality reproduction; indication of the style specificity and author’s role. Special attention should  be paid to Flaubert’s realism whose principle of reflection differs (i.e. impartiality instead of author’s annotations and skepticism. It’s necessary to show relationships of Flaubert’s period with Parnassians. In poetry of the end of 19th c. of great significance is Baudelaire with his unique pictorial system. In prose this is naturalism of E. Zola and philosophic novel of A. France (his intellectual hero and everlasting problems. That had a great influence on the philosophisation  process of artistic awareness at the turn of 19-20 c.c.

Apart from everything else this course gives students a chance to cognize peculiarities of  civilization from Middle Ages till the end of 19 c. It’s speeding up pace of life, means of communication, changing notion about spatial and time world pattern (earning of  new spheres of knowledge about the Universe, the human and peculiarities  of his world view. Synchronous with this they absorb into context of medieval – 19th century cultural life, great achievements of human talent in the sphere of art. That immediately assists the aesthetic education of students and beyond all doubt their moral evolution. Work with teaching aids, reference books, monographies on the problems of French literature, orals and theoretical seminars will help students to form moral and aesthetic principles, to enlarge their knowledge received during lections and tutorials. Besides those theoretical seminars and written tests let the tutor to watch over the learning of material by students.

Abilities and skills the student must gain during studying:

A student must be able to analyze a belles-letters text, find in it traits of the epoch and author’s originality; reproduce the logic of literary process; find out in concrete belles-letters text traits of different genres, know how to explain logic of their  interaction; have an idea of originality of  human mentality in different epochs and peculiarities of their embodiment in text; be able to name traits of basic genres, correlate typologically similar phenomena in Russian and French literature.

