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Rough terrain, plentiful rivers and streams, picturesque ponds are the trademarks of the Tzarizino estate.  During the times long past there were no ponds however and at the foot of a steep shore flowed together a rich river Gorodenka <Городенка> and Yazvenka <Язвенка> running from the East.  A little further downstream a deep ravine intersects with the Gorodenka river.

From the XI to the beginning of the XIII century this region was populated by the Vyatichi <Вятичи> people – one of the tribes descending from the Slavic peoples that came to their new homeland in the VI century.  Traces of their settlements remain along the Yazvenka river and the park contains their burial mounds. Small picture C:\irina\фотокол\kurgan.jpg. During long centuries these places were covered with dry forests, which were interrupted by wastelands formed by the people’s attempts to clear these forests to create new more fertile lands. (Until the XVI century the forests were cleared by cutting down and burning down the trees).
The Black Dirt <Черная Грязь> wasteland became the nucleus of the future estate.  It is first mentioned in the property record books of 1589.  At that time it belonged to the lands of the tsar’s village of Kolomenskoye <Коломенское>.  These lands were sparsely populated.
Only at the beginning of the next XVII century owners of the surrounding areas emerge.  These lands were bestowed upon them for their services.  On January 26, 1633 by a personal decree of the tsar to okolnichey prince <окольничий князь> Lukian Stepanovich Streshnev were “sold as ancestral lands … in the Moscow uyezd the village of Kolomenskoye <Коломенское>, the Babinina <Бабынина> wasteland and the Black Dirt <Черногрязская> and the Arehovo <Арехово> wasteland and the Korshavino <Коршавино>”.  L.S. Streshnev was the father of tsarina Evdokia Lukianovna Streshneva wife of tsar Alexei Mihailovich Romanov.  He began court service under the tsar Mikhail Fedorovich.  He participated in the crowning ceremony for Alexei Mihailovich; he held the crown during the ceremony.  In 1646 he was granted the title of the boyar in attendance <ближний боярин>.
Black Dirt under the Streshnevs
No later than the year 1658 a village of Black Dirt containing a farmstead appeared on the Black Dirt wasteland, which gave name to the ancestral lands.  Also four small villages appeared surrounding Black Dirt: Kisilevo <Киселево> (“what had been the Kisilevo wasteland>, Shubino <Шубино> (later named Petrovka <Петровка> “also Hohlovka” <Хохловка тож>) “On the Black Dirt river <речка Черногрьязье>”, Orehovo <Орехово> (“what was the Arehova <Арехова> wasteland”), and Shandorovo <Шандорово> “also Borzecovo <а Бозецово тож>» on the Black Dirt and Gorodenka rivers.
Picture (View Tsaritsino on the bank of the pond.jpg) c:\publik
The boyar court of the Streshnev farmstead was typical for the XVII century.  It was surrounded by a fence and spit between the “front” and “back” courts.  The front one held the traditional manor house consisting of dual wooden houses with living quarters on the bottom level.  The manor house usually had garrets which contained the front rooms <светлицы>.  The boyar court also contained a bath house, cellars, a dry storehouse <сушило>, and a log cooking house <рубленная поварня>.  There was a garden with apple and plum trees nearby.  The back court was suited for household purposes and it contained another cooking house, stables and a living house for the servants.
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Streshnev Lukian Stepanovich
Founder of the Black Dirt estate
At the beginning of the 1670s the Streshnev estate was developing various economic activities: farming, gardening, husbandry, fishing, and milling. (There were a mill and pond “attached to Black Dirt” in the record books)

After the death of the estate founder it passed to his son Semen Lukianovich Streshnev.  He had no heirs however and in 1673, after the death of his wife, the Black Dirt ancestral lands were returned into the tsar’s possession.

From 1673 to 1682 the Black Dirt village was moved to the Kisilevo wasteland, where a plot of land was designated to hold the royal court building.  The village also absorbed the Kisilevo village.  As a result of this three villages were now mentioned in the record books on Black Dirt lands: Petrovka, Shandorovo, and Orehovo.  These villages contained 24 peasant homesteads with 68 peasants.
Bogorodskoye <Богородскоге> under the Golicins
In 1682 the personal decree from the tsars Ivan Alexeevich and Peter Alexeevich the Black Dirt lands were granted as ancestral lands to Ivan Fedorovich Streshnev; a cousin to S.L. Streshnev. In 1683 I.F. Streshnev gave the estate to his 18 year old grandson, the eldest son of Vasiliy Vasilievich Golicin and the princess Evdokia Ivanovna (born Streshneva).
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               Prince

Vasiliy Vasilievich Golicin

 (1643 – 1714)
Under the Golicins the village of Black Dirt was moved to the right, much higher, shore of the Gorodenka river to the Stebelevskaya <Стебелевская> wasteland, where a new estate of the Golicin family was built.  They began by erecting a church dedicated to the Icon of Our Lady Life Giving Well <Иконы Богоматери Живоносный Источник> (Here there is a link to a separate page dedicated to the church (walks around the architectural ensemble)).  After the church has appeared Black Dirt became a selo and received the name of Bogorodskoye.
Unlike the completely utilitarian stated of the Streshnevs the estate of the Golicin family was both the center for economic activities of the village and the residence of the owners meant for rest and entertainment of guests.  The prince’s court was surrounded by a wooden fence.  It contained three Golicin manor houses.  The large manor house had front rooms, garrets and an octagonal top gazebo garret.  The entire building was surrounded by gulbishe (celebration fields) <гульбище>.  There were four porches leading into the building.  The right side of the court held two three level manor houses which were identical and faced each other.  These were built upon podklets (ground floor) <подклет> and had an outer entrance hall connecting them.  All the prince’s manor houses were surrounded by gulbishes.  Many exquisitely decorated rooms were meant to receive visitors, hold various holiday feasts and for rest and entertainment of the owners.
The owners’ court also held some service buildings: two cooking houses (a small and a large one, which was covered by three thin wooden marquees <тесовой шатер>), a linen house <скатертная изба> used for storing various table utensils and linens, two cellars with storehouses and pantries used for storing tools.  Also the servant houses and the steward’s house, which contained a dry storage room on the second floor, were located here.
Horse breeding and brewing were added to the areas of economic activities developed under the Streshnev rule.  The estate dams were either rebuilt or repaired: a wooden one on the Black Dirt pond and a wooden and stone one of the Rasvilovatiy (Shipilovsky) <Развиловатый (Шипиловский)> ponds, which flooded the Shepelev <Шепелев> hay field.
As a result of Peter I coming to power in 1689 A.V. Golicin and V.V. Golicin were stripped of their boyar titles and their estates were confiscated.  Bogorodskoye was attached to the royal village of Kolomenskoye and was once again renamed into Black Dirt.

Black Dirt under the Kantemirs <при Кантемирах>

In 1712 a personal decree of Peter I the Moscow Region Black Dirt was bestowed as ancestral lands to serene prince <светлейший князь> Dmitry Konstantinovich Kantemir, the former ruler of Moldova.  He belonged to the princely Kantemir line, which moved to Russia from Moldova under the rule of Peter I.  As a compensation for the lands lost in Moldova he was awarded large estates in Russia by Peter I.  One of these estates was Black Dirt with all its villages, lands, and forests.
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Dmitry Konstantinovich Kantemir 
(1673 – 1723)
The Black Dirt estate under the Kantemirs was located in the place of the former Golicin estate.  A short description of the wooden manor house of Dmitry Konstantinovich Kantemir was left structured in “a Chinese fashion” by F.H. Bergolz in his diary after a visit to Black Dirt in 1722.  There is a theory that it was simply a renovated house of the Golicin family.
The Golicin wooden church dedicated to the Icon of Our Lady Life Giving Well was replaced by a stone one with same name built in “the old church place” in 1722.

After the death of D.K. Kantemir the estate passed to one of his sons – Konstantin.  In the middle of the 1740s he builds a new two story wooden manor house on a stone basement.  The house had three risalits; its facades were decorated with pediments, pilasters, lintels, and perhaps artistically carved statues and flowerpots.
After the death of Konstantin in 1747 all the real estate and property of the prince was transferred to his brothers Matvei and Sergei. In 1757 the brothers “peacefully” divided their property.  Black Dirt was transferred to the older brother Matvei, except for a small part that was to belong to Sergei Kantemir.

Under Matvei Kantemir a greenhouse was built, where lemons, wild oranges, peaches, pears, figs, grapes and other fruits were cultivated.  The church of Our Lady Life Giving Well was once again rebuilt (1759-1765).  The new church was built out of stone and had a side-chapel of St. Demetrius <святой Димитрий>.  Its shapes and architectural details reflected the Barocco style.  Build as octagonal second floor on top of a rectangular basement, with a new stone dining hall and a two level bell tower; this church will be included in the architectural ensemble of Bazhenov.  In the 1880s the dining hall was expanded and another level added to the bell tower.
After the property division between Matvei and Sergei Dmitrievich Kantemir two courts appeared at the Black Dirt estate.  Those were rectangular adjacent plots of land.  The owners’ manor houses were located along the central axes of each court deep inside the territory by the fence.  The interiors of these manor houses were rich and contemporary.  The perimeters of the courts contained service buildings which were symmetrically located.  There were two gardens attached to the courts surrounded by a single fence.  There was a festive garden in front of the manor houses and there were fruit gardens further away.  Three rays of alleys fanned through the park.  A square island was built on the pond with a stair leading to it along the shore. C:\Irina\фотоколл\7-90.jpg.  There was a pergola nearby on a round hill with ledges covered by trees.  This pergola was later named Kantemirovka.  A Small Palace of Katherine II was raised in its place years later.

After the deaths of Matvei Kantemir and his wife in 1771 Sergei Dmitrievich Kantemir becomes the sole owner of the estate.

TSARITSINO

The new life of the estate began in 1775.  Katherine II devoted this year to the city of Moscow.  As soon as the weather became warm she moved to the ancient tsar village of Kolomenskoye and from there took her tours of the surrounding.  On May 4, during her very first visit to the Tsareborisovsky pond <Цареборисовский пруд>, the empress discovered the Black Dirt estate which amazed her with the beauty of its location.  Hilly terrain crossed by many ravines and streams, shady groves, large meadows, and the mirror surfaces of the quiet ponds amazed the empress.  She immediately decided to purchase these lands.  Just three weeks later, on 25 May 1775, the Black Dirt estate along with Orehovo and Shandorovo villages were purchased from the retired brigadier and prince S.D. Kantemir for 25 000 Rubles. On June 2 the remainder of the estate was purchased from the next of kin of his sister – prince I.A. Trubetskoy – for 5 000 Rubles. Lands on the left bank of the Black Dirt pond, which belonged to the Pokrovsky village <село Покровское> were added to the estate a little later.  Thus the lands of the new imperial Moscow Region estate were formed.
Plan1775.jpg

The plan of the Black Dirt village with other villages and lands belonging to it.  June 1775.

(The plan was taken after the estate purchase by Katherine II)

On June 30 the empress and her retinue moved into a provisional wooden palace built specially for her and the prince G.A. Potemkin.  The architect Bazhenov also visited Black Dirt in June.  His mission was to turn the noble estate into a Royal Village (Tsaritsino Selo).  It is likely that during his visit the empress expressed to the architect her wishes and the architect made his first sketches of the buildings and the grounds.
In the fall, before leaving for St. Petersburg, the empress was taking care of numerous questions regarding the maintenance of her new estate.  These included providing money to the estate maintenance, the personnel of the estate including gardeners and priest.  On 20 November 1775 she issued a decree to the Cabinet about allocating 30 000 Rubles for construction at Tsaritsino “according to plans and under supervision of architect Bazhenov”.

1775-1785. The architectural ensemble by Bazhenov.

The blueprints for the new imperial residence were started in the summer of 1775.  Guided by the tasks laid out by the empress Bazhenov presented two different projects to her judgment, one of these was approved.
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The Architect V.I. Bazhenov
A fragment of the family portrait. 1770s
A good impression of the Bazhenov’s vision of the ensemble and its grounds is given by the view from the ponds.
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Tsaritsino village panorama (grand façade view)
1776. Pasteboard, ink, watercolor, lacquer. GNIMA (State Architecture Museum)
Various buildings were to be constructed on a cape in place of the old Kantemir estate: palaces, “buildings”, “houses”, “kitchens”, bridges, gates, and a grand clock tower.  Behind the ravines a monumental stables building was to be built.  The original project contained four palaces.  Three for the empress and one for the grand duke Pavel Petrovich and his wife.  The main palace of Katherine II was located symmetrically to the palace of the Grand Duke and had a similar interior floor plan.  The “medium” and the miniature “small” palace of the empress were located near it.  The “buildings” and the “houses” were intended for the retinue and the servants.  The Kitchen building was unique in its dimensions.  This massive building with its own interior courtyard had to house the various services.  According to the words of Bazhenov these were “court services, such as cellars, ice storages, three kitchens, a bakery, in other words all the necessities”.  Rooms for servants also were to be located here.  The ensemble was intended to be built in ten years.
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Electronic reconstruction of the Tsaritsino ensemble by V.I. Bazhenov. Panoramic view.

“March” computer studio, St. Petersburg.
Construction work at Tsaritsino began in May of 1776.  It stated by the installation of the bridge foundation and three “houses” between the bridge and the church.  The church was the only building untouched by Bazhenov.  The most important buildings on the first order were the imperial palaces; the Small and the Medium.  The Small Palace was erected on the spot of the Kantemir estate pergola.
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Façade of the Small palace of Katherine II. 1776-1778
Floor plan of the Small palace of Katherine II

Paper, ink, watercolor. NIM RAH
Paper, pasteboard, shading. GE (State 

(Russian Art Academy Museum).
Hermitage)


In reality the Small Place was a pergola in itself.  The main oval hall had a marvelous view of the ponds, the far meadows, and fields.  The neighboring Medium Palace was larger.  Its tall two tone gallery with ante-rooms could be used for receptions, concerts, plays, or for rest after a walk in the garden.  The Small Palace was finished, except for the roof, in 1777.  At that time the “houses” near the Figure Bridge <Фигурный мост> were also completed by then.  The Medium palace was also constructed but unfinished that summer.  The second story vaults, ledges, and parapet were yet to be finished.  The construction of a small young chamber fräulein building <камер юнфарский корпус> right of the Figure Bridge was also begun.  It was meant to house the young chambermaids of the empress retinue.  The gate at the end of the beech alley was erected to half the tower height.  Bazhenov named it the “beautiful figure” gate, later it was called the Figure Gate.  Bazhenov spent the winter of 1777 – 1778 in Tsaritsino personally arranging the supply of the construction materials.  The construction season of 1778, like the previous one, was very successful.  The Small and the Medium palaces were finished and their roofs were tiled.  The Figure Gate and the chamber fräulein building were also finished.
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Façade of the young chamber fräulein building. 1770s.
The only difficulty emerged with the construction the bridge “which was behind the church, over the ditch”.  Numerous springs were found there.  A great number of piles had to be driven into the ground and the word had only been completed the year after.  The construction of the bridge itself was postponed and restarted in 1784.

In 1779 the architect began construction of the two main palaces of the ensemble: the Large Palace for the empress and the palace of the grand duke.  In a proposal submitted at the beginning of next year Bazhenov advised to build one more palace between the two main ones.  It would be connected to the main palaces by galleries.  The proposal was dictated by the fact that the original project was approved before the grand dukes Alexander Pavlovich and Konstantin Pavlovich had been born.  The proposal was approved by the empress.
The two main palaces were being constructed in 1779 but the construction season overall was unsuccessful.  In July “fever struck the better half of the masons, who went back to their homes”.  Bazhenov himself was forced to leave Tsaritsino on August 17 for Moscow “to receive cures”.  He planned to start construction of the middle building for the imperial family.  After the completion of the main palaces in 1782 Bazhenov began construction of the Cavalier Building <Кавалерский корпус> the Steward’s House <Управительский дом>.  He also had a new intention of constructing a “gate and a fence” between the future Kitchen buildings and the palace of the grand duke.
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Façade and plan of the gallery wall <галерея-ограда> and gate. First half of XIX century.
Behind this gate the Steward’s House was to be located.  The grandiose Cavalier Building was intended for the retinue and those closest to the empress: the General-Adjutant on duty, chambermaids, and court officials.  It was located in the very middle of the architectural ensemble.  By the autumn of 1782 the main palaces and the Steward’s House had temporary roofs and the foundation for the “gate with a wall” was ready.
1784 saw the largest scale of construction.  This year was also the most tedious for Bazhenov.  The Kitchen Buildings, two Houses by the ravine (the modern First and Second Cavalier Buildings), the Large Bridge over the ravine, the gallery, and the gate between the Kitchen Building and the palaces were being erected.  The interior finishing of the already constructed buildings were started.  Walls were plastered, stoves built, floors laid, doors and windows installed.  The palace at Bulatnikovo was started. About one thousand masons, plasterers, woodworkers and other types of workers were involved.  All the works progressed “correctly and successfully” but the allocation of funds was delayed.  All the reports of Bazhenov in this regard were left unanswered.  Overall 75 000 Rubles were allocated in the fall, which was less than half of the funds promised.
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Façade and plan of the Large Bridge of the ravine. First half of the XIX century.
In the spring of 1785 the architect began construction of the top story of the Kitchen Building, finished the Large Bridge, the houses by the ravine, and the gallery wall with a gate.  These works finished the Bazhenov age in the Tsaritsino history and the Tsaritsino age in Bazhenov’s age.

1785 – 1796.  The Grand palace by Kazakov.

In September of 1785 the Chief of Kremlin Building Office <Экспедиция Кремлевского строения> M.M. Ismailov informed V.I. Bazhenov and M.F. Kazakov of the imperial decree “to make plans to correct” the buildings in Tsaritsino.  The fist to present his project in St. Petersburg was Bazhenov in December of 1785.  In January of next year Ismailov personally brought before empress’ judgment the blueprints by M.F. Kazakov.  The preference was given to the latter.

Казаков.jpg

Portrait of M.F. Kazakov. Etching. Second half of the XX century.
On 29 January Bazhenov was removed from his post for one year.  On February 6 a decree of Her Imperial Highness came out “On deconstruction of the built in Tsaritsino main building to ground and on construction on the same place of a new one according to newly designated plans by architect Kazakov”.  This was a very rare occurrence in architecture – a finished and roofed palatial building completely demolished to the ground.
Deconstruction of the main palace by Bazhenov was finished by the summer of 1786.  During the first years the work proceeded with great speed and was well financed.  By autumn of 1787 the ground floor and the first floor were finished and the second floor was constructed to window level.  In 1788 the second floor was “finished to the eaves”.  Metal roofing was installed on the Kitchen building left unfinished by Bazhenov.  By 1790 however the financing stopped.  Financial difficulties the Russian state experienced due to the beginning of the Second Russian – Turkish war in 1787 could possibly have caused this.  Construction restarted three years later.  A decree by the empress that “Main building… is no longer to be raised in stone” prefaced this event.  The palace had to be finished quickly according to a scaled down project.  Its height was reduced by one story and the finishing of facades, towers, and parapets was dramatically simplified.  This is easy to see by comparing the original Kazakov blueprints to the actual building.
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Façade of the Grand palace. 1st version.
Blueprint by M.F. Kazakov. 1785
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Façade of the Grand palace. Actually constructed version. End of the XVIII – beginning of the XIX century.
The main palace building was erected but unfinished in 1794.  Preparations were made for creation of the main court.  In order to accomplish this the Cavalier and the young chamber fräulein buildings, which were located in front of the main palace, were deconstructed.  Interior finishing of the palace began in 1796.  In seventeen chambers of the first and second floor “carpentry work for counter floors, floors, and tile ceilings" was conducted.  The interior finishing work ended at this stage.  In the autumn of 1796 Katherine II passed away.  The new emperor Pavel I visited Tsaritsino in the spring of 1797.  On June 8 the royal decree came out “not to produce any more buildings in Tsaritsino”.  The palace was left unfinished and after several years the contemporaries regarded it as a “sinister wreck” and a “ruin”.

Tsaritsino Dachnoe.
N.B. Usupov who replaced P.S. Valuev was a patron of arts and the owner of a luxurious Arkhangelskoye.  Unlike his predecessor he cared little for the fate oа Tsaritsino.  The palatial and park buildings slowly grew old and fell apart.  The greenhouse also became abandoned.  The only building in Tsaritsino which remained inhabited during the entire XIX century was the Third Cavalier Building, which was rented out for various purposes (hotel, tavern).  Seldom temporary inhabitants appeared at the empty Valuev house, which was called “summer residence for the visiting imperial family”. In 1849 Nicholas I approved a proposal to establish a hospital for the peasants and an almshouse for the widows of court servants.  Part of the Kitchen building was finished for this purpose.  In 1852 this work was completed, however the hospital existed only until 1859 and the almshouse was never opened.  In 1858 an inspection was held of all the emperor’s estates.  The results of this inspection were not comforting.  The economy of the estate was in shambles, they brought almost no profit whatsoever.  In 1860 the Tsaritsino park with all its buildings and ponds was transferred into property of principality.  This changed the status of the Tsaritsino completely.  It now had to earn profit for the treasury.  The steward of the Moscow principality I.I. Maslov proposed to rent out as country residences the buildings and land plots of Tsaritsino.  Turing Tsaritsino into country residence territory was hampered by lack of transportation connection to Moscow.  Only after the Moscow – Serpukhov segment of the Southern railroad began its operation did Tsaritsino turn into a popular countryside residence area.  In the end of 1866 the Valuev House was transferred “into operation as a hotel”.  The real breakthrough into turning Tsaritsino a countryside residence area was made at the boundary between the 1760s and 1770s.  On the right side of the railroad a countryside house settlement of New Tsaritsino was founded.  By 1873 all the land plots of this settlement had been rented out for ninety-six years.  The First and the Third Cavalier Buildings were also rented out with their land plots.
In 1881 six painted tile stoves were sold from the Opera house.  In the 1880s the roofing of two towers in the Grand palace had to be removed due to dilapidation.  Some rafters and parts of the roof crashed down.
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A.N. Golicin. View of the Grand palace and the Gallery-wall with a gate. 1896

Paper, pasteboard, watercolor. GIM (State Historical Museum)
Between 1883 and 1885 the local church was reconstructed with the funds from the local peasants and with the money bequeathed by one of the countryside residents – medical doctor A.I. Klementovsky.  The church received a new warm side-chapel, the dining hall was expanded and a new four story bell-tower had been constructed.  This bell tower came to vertically dominate the Tsaritsino ensemble.

In 1886 a dam with a bridge was constructed over the arm of the Tsaritsino pond which extended toward Pokrovskoye.  The adjacent part of the pond had been cleaned. Lands on the Pokrovskoye side of the pond were rented out since 1889.  There were more than 240 countryside residences in Tsaritsino by 1894 and there were more than a thousand in Tsaritsino and the surrounding villages by the beginning of the XX century.  Tsaritsino became a fashionable and an expensive countryside residence area.
One of the most attractive sides to country living in Tsaritsino was the large ponds.  They were used for swimming, boating, and fishing.

It seems that at the end of the XIX and the beginning of the XX century all of Moscow has visited Tsaritsino.  Among its famous residents were historian I.E. Zabelin, writers L.N. Andreev, I.A. Bunin, A. Beliy, inventor D.P. Ezuchevsky.  Among the most famous visitors to Tsaritsino were L.N. Tolstoy, M.A. Vrubel, F.I. Shalapin, and L.V. Sobinov.

Country living at Tsaritsino continued even during the First World War.  Some of the residences were inhabited by citizens of the Russian enemy states (German, Austria, Turkey, Bulgaria) while others hosted soldiers wounded during the fighting.

Lenino Village
The Soviet of Peasant and Soldier Deputies emerged in Tsaritsino after the Great October Socialist Revolution of 1917.  It was located at the Overseer’s house since March of 1918.  The chairman of this Soviet from 1818 until 1825 was a proletarian poet and revolutionary F.S. Shkulev.  Lenino village, which became the regional center, was formed from the Old Tsaritsino, New Tsaritsino, Popovka, Vorobievka and Pokrovskoye countryside residence areas.  In 1926 it housed almost five thousand residents and it was the largest city-type settlement in the Moscow Region.
In September of 1925 the Tsaritsino ensemble was transferred to the Moscow Department of People’s Education.  Considering a large amount of visitors to the park (about 30 000 visitors per year) a decision had been made to create a museum on the history of the Tsaritsino in the Third Cavalier Building (during the first half of the 1920s it housed a summer orphanage).  The museum was opened on July 21, 1927.  V.V. Kazancev was named its director.  The exhibits of the museum took up four rooms and reflected the main stages of Tsaritsino history: from the vyatichi times of the XI and the XII centuries to the countryside residence Tsaritsino of the late XIX and early XX century.

С:\фотокол\sov1.jpg

The Third Cavalier Building. 1960s.
From 1927 to 1929 a reconstruction of the Milovida and Nerastankino pavilions, the Temple of Ceres pergola and Figure Gate was carried out under the direction of architect N.A. Pustarhanov.  A statue of the Roman goddess Ceres was placed in the pergola to replace the long lost one.  This statue came from the Lukino estate once belonging to the Bode-Kolichev family.
In 1930 a global collectivization was held in the Leninsky district.  Due to this the museum had been renamed into “Leninsky Regional Museum of the Gardening District.  The mainstay of the exhibits was now formed by the charts and diagrams showing development of the Leninsky district and by plaster cast vegetables and jars with fish samples.  The park cinema burned down in 1937 and a decision has been made to place the new one in the Third Cavalier Building.  On 11 July 1937 the museum had been closed.
Communal flats which spontaneously appeared in the Bread house <Хлебный дом> in the years after the revolution lasted there until the 1970s.  In 1932 the internal walls of the Second Cavalier Building were taken apart for bricks.  The first building was twisted by reconstructions (it became a three story building) and eventually housed the local party executive committee.  A statue to V.I. Lenin appeared in front of its façade.
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The First Cavalier Building. 1960s.

The Nerastankino pavilion was used as the park library.  The Tsaritsino church was closed down before the Great Patriotic War.  A power transformer was place in it.  Earlier a cemetery which existed since the end of the XVIII century was wiped out.  After the war all the Tsaritsino architectural monuments were documented.  This demonstrated the pitiful state they were all in.  From 1958 to 1961 repairs and reconstruction of the buildings in Tsaritsino took place under the direction of architect M.V. Diakonov.   In 1960 Tsaritsino along with the rest of the territory inside the Moscow Ring Road became part of Moscow and a new era of its history had begun.

Tsaritsino Museum and Preserve.
From the 1960s the appearance of Tsaritsino, which became a part of Moscow, started to change drastically.  City apartment districts of Lenino, Orehovo North and others emerge in the place of the former villages and countryside residences and gardens.  Rural roads turn into transportation arteries.   The village quiet is replaced by the city sounds.

At the end of the 1960s the specialists from MosProject – 3 under the direction of architect V.Ya. Libson began developing a scientific reconstruction and restoration plan of its architectural and landscaping monuments.  The practical implementation of this project turned out to be tremendously difficult and the end of the 1970s the Tsaritsino ensemble became abandoned once again.  In 1982 the Ministry of Culture of the USSR created the State Museum of Arts and Crafts of the peoples of the USSR.  This statewide museum was to be placed in Tsaritsino.  Therefore I.S. Glazunov was charged with continuing the abandoned restoration in order to turn Tsaritsino into a museum.  Under Gorbachev’s rule the museum scientific team proposed to the Minister of Culture N.N. Gubenko to transform the museum into a museum and preserve Tsaritsino.  The concept was to turn Tsaritsino into a historical and exhibition complex, which covered various areas of arts.  This strategy could only be realized in 1993.  The Russian government made a decision to establish a State Historical, Architectural, Artistic, and Landscaping Museum and Preserve Tsaritsino.
C:\фотокол\картаЦарицыно.jpg

Project of the overall landscape of the territory of Museum and Preserve Tsaritsino. 2005.
For the past two decades the museum has reached impressive results.  From 1987 to 2001 under the direction of V.I. Anikovich practically all buildings were restored and rebuilt except for the Bread House by V.I. Bazhenov.  The museum possesses extensive collections, puts together numerous exhibitions, and conducts various excursions and educational programs.  Scientific research conducted by the museum’s employees and the materials of conferences held here are reflected upon the pages of museum’s publications including the annual Tsaritsino Scientific Herald.

In 2004 the Russian government made a decision to transfer the museum under the management of the Moscow government.  Mayor of Moscow U.M. Luzhkov immediately came up with a program for the near future.  In the years to come Tsaritsino will turn into a largest complex within Moscow which will serve historical, cultural, exhibition, nature preservation, recreational, and touristic purposes.
