#Mountain-Lion-Pictures

^h1[Home Page]

^h2[Introduction]
Mountain Lions are large and beautiful feline predators commonly found in North and South America. The animal is also referred to as Puma, Cougar, Panther or Catamount. Mountain Lions were hunted extensively in the beginning of the 20th century and sustained massive devastation, but now they appear to be making a comeback. 
Mountain Lions are surrounded by numerous horrendous stories describing them as but the most terrible human-eating monsters of the world. Of course, accidents did occur over the history of our coexistence with this wild predator, but indeed, like all felines, these cats prefer to avoid encounters with humans. 

However, because the civilized world continues to encroach upon their area, the risk of cougar-human encounters for those living near their habitat is increasingly high. Not infrequently, Mountain Lions prey on livestock and domestic animals, thus fanning the flames of human anger against themselves. In some states cougar hunting has been legalized. Although the Mountain Lion seems to have recovered from the destruction of the 20th century, he is still in dire straits due to the aforementioned reasons. 

This graceful and powerful animal has become a symbol of might and courage and his name has had a strong presence in aboriginal cultures. Today, the animal’s various names are widely used as brand names for military aircraft, vehicles, athletic shoes, sport teams and so forth. The World Conservation Union defines Mountain Lions as a “near threatened” species.
^h1[Mountain Lion General Information]

^h2[Physical Description]

Mountain Lions are slender and agile animals. Despite their large size, they are not classified as “big cats” because they cannot roar due to a specific structure of the larynx. The length of adult males is around 8 ft (2.4 m) long nose to tail. Males have an average weight of about 115 to 160 pounds (53 to 72 kg). Female average weight is between 34 and 48 kg (75 and 105 lb).
The head of the cat is round and the ears are held erect. The forequarters are strong and powerful; the forepaws have five retractile claws (one dewclaw) and there are four claws on its hind paws. The front feet are stronger than hind feet, but Mountain Lions have the largest hind legs in the felidae family.

The coat is usually tawny, but can be of various hues. The coat on the belly, chest, throat and chin is lighter. Cubs are spotted and have rings on the tail. They are born with blue eyes and bear a strong resemblance to domestic cats. As cubs grow older, the coat becomes paler and the spots disappear. They can leap more than 15 ft high on the vertical and make horizontal jumps up to 40 ft long. Mountain Lions can run at 30 mph (55 km/h), but they not capable of long chases. Mountain Lions can swim.
^h2[Links]

Arizona Mountain Lion Hunts – Todd’s guide service.

Cougar - Mountain Lions - Learn about their territories, what they eat in the wild and at the zoo, how big they grow, how high they can leap.

Cougar (Puma concolor) - Photos and facts about this big cat's physical traits, habitat, distribution, diet, and principal threats to its survival.

Florida Panther Net - Official Education Site - Official education site for the endangered subspecies of cougar known as the Florida Panther.

ISEC Canada: Cougar - Learn the many names for this cat, the places where it lives, when it hunts, and why it is critically endangered in many countries.

Kats Korner: Cougar - Learn about the many names for this cat, how it lives and hunts, where it still exists, and how important it is to ecosystems. 

Keep Me Wild - Mountain Lions – You may be attracting Mountain Lions to your property without knowing it!

Lioncrusher's Domain: Mountain Lions - Offers a map of where they are found, what they look like, and the different subspecies.

Living With Mountain Lions - Learn about the mountain lion's physical features, social habits, and diet. Includes details on how a person can avoid an accidental encounter and injury with this animal.

Mountain Lion (Cougar) - Mountain Lions - Animal tracks, tracking stories, and natural history information on this animal.

Mountain Lion Foundation - A non-profit organization dedicated to preserving the Mountain Lion and its habitat.

Mountain Lion Hunting – Lots of fascination tips about Mountain Lions.

Mountain Lion Hunting - Mountain Lions - a global network directory of lion hunting guides, outfitters, hunting real estate, hunting leases, hunting supplies, hunting accessories, lodging and other services involved with lion hunting. 

Mountain Lion Hunting in Idaho – Enter this site and plunge into the fantastic world of Cougar hunting.

Mountain Lions (DesertUSA) - All about the Mountain Lion, includes color photos, scientific names, common names, description, behavior, range, habitats and life cycle.

Mountain Lions - Brief information about Felis concolor.

Puma Concolor - Mountain Lions - Information includes range, habitat, and physical description.

Puma Concolor, Mountain Lion Photos - Contains many pictures of this animal.

San Diego Zoo: Mountain Lion (Puma, Cougar) - Why this animal has so many names, where it's found, and how it hunts dinner.

Wikipedia - Mountain Lions - Encyclopedia article describes this cats physical characteristics, and what you should do if you see a puma.

^h1[Mountain Lion Habitat]
^h2[Distribution]

Mountain Lions have the largest range in the world among all felines. Due to their exceptional adaptability, their range covers almost half of the North America and almost the entire South America. Pumas prefer areas with dense underbrush and mountain regions, but they are also capable of living in open areas. They can dwell in every type of forest; the size of the range of an individual animal depends on the type of habitat.
^h2[Hunting]

Mountain Lions are carnivores, and they feed only on meat. Their diet differs geographically, depending on the population of animals they hunt. In fact, Cougars can kill and eat anything they can catch: ungulates, sheep rabbits, hares, porcupines, birds etc. In Northern regions, deer make up almost 100% of their ratio. In Central and South America, the share of deer in the ratio is much smaller (about 35%). 
Mountain Lions are ambush predators, stalking their prey from covered spots. Like most cats, they jump upon the victim’s back and bite hard on its neck to suffocate it. Then the cougar drags the kill to a solitary spot and covers it with branches, leaves and twigs and returns to the food later. Sometimes Mountain Lions eat prey killed by other animals, although many specialists believe they are non-scavengers.
^h2[Reproduction]
All parenting and care for the young is done by the nursing female. Males do not participate in weaning the young, and females do not allow them to approach the cubs. Females reach maturity between 1,5 and 3 years old. Mature females usually have kittens once every 2 to 3 years. They are in heat about 8 days of a 23-day cycle. Gestation period is about 90 days.

Pregnant females choose secure places, like caves and hollows, as litter dens. Litters usually contain 2-3 kittens. The kittens are born absolutely helpless and blind and it is not until they reach 3 months old that they start being active. Upon reaching this age, they begin to accompany the mother on hunting trips and start hunting small animals at 6 months old. At about 1,5-2 years of age, the young leave the mother to establish their own home ranges. Male Mountain Lions tend to leave earlier and travel longer ways in searching for independent life.

^h1[Mountain Lion Pictures]

^h2[Social Behavior]

Mountain Lions are solitary animals, so adult species prefer to avoid contact with each other. They meet only during mating seasons. Kittens live in groups with the mother until they grow old enough to compete for food and territory. Both males and females maintain their own home ranges. Males’ territories are usually larger than females’. Indeed, male territories can vary in size from 10 to 500 square miles. 
Home range sizes depend upon the type of terrain, vegetation and prey abundance. Male home ranges usually overlap or include female territories. They mark their territories with urine and feces thus warning rival Mountain Lions against trespassing on their ranges. Sometimes males make small piles of leaves and branches and urinate on them to signify their presence. 
^h2[Competition with Other Predators]

Mountain Lions share habitat with other predators, such as the Brown Bear, Gray Wolf, Jaguar, etc. In the northern regions, Pumas compete with Bears and Wolves. Bears appear to be dominant in northern areas, and when it comes to competing for food, cougars are at a disadvantage. However, there have been a number of reports about nursing females successfully fighting back attacks by Grizzly Bears. Not infrequently, Bears force Mountain Lions to abandon their kills. Wolves can be disconcerting for Pumas too, but only when they gather in groups. A lone Wolf is no great threat for a Mountain Lion. In the southern range, Mountain Lions have to compete with larger and stronger Jaguars.
^h2[Picture Links]

Acclaim Images - Mountain Lions - Pictures, stock photography and stock photos of Mountain Lions.

Mountain Lions - Mountain Lion Profile - Get mountain lion profile, facts, information, photos, pictures, sounds, habitats, reports, news, and more from National Geographic.

Mountain Lions - Pictures and Hunting "MuleyMadness.com" - Click for Mountain Lion Pictures! Mountain Lions, also know as "Cougar" are a large wild animal of the cat family.

Mountain Lions - Pictures and Videos on Webshots - Mountain Lions pictures, videos, images and albums from Webshots.

Mountain lions - Stock Photo Images - 495 Mountain lions Images. Fotosearch Stock Photography helps you find the perfect photo, fast!

Yellowstone Mountain Lions -Pictures - This site provides the most useful and accurate information available.
^h2[Links]

Children of the Earth: Eastern Panther  - Learn how these cougars live, raise their young, and mark their territory. Tells what is being done to help this endangered cat. 

Commonly Asked Questions about Mountain Lions – Click and learn as much as you want about this unique cat.


Florida Panther Net - Official Education Site - Official education site for the endangered subspecies of cougar known as the Florida Panther.

Missouri Cougar - Mountain Lions - Collection of news stories and photos about mountain lions in Missouri and adjacent states. 

Mountain Lion - Colorado Division of Wildlife – An interesting site with a detailed description of the Cougar and recommendations on how to behave in a critical situation.

Mountain Lion (Puma concolor) – Contains a brief yet comprehensive profile on this mysterious cat.

Mountain Lion Attacks On People in the U.S. and Canada - This page links to a complete list of mountain lion attacks on people in California, and another complete list of all such attacks in the U.S. 

Mountain Lion Information - Get life history and habitat information about mountain lions in Arizona
Mountain Lion Language – Read and learn a tiny bit of Mountain Lion vocabulary.

Mountain Lion Management Guidelines – A highly comprehensive website with tons on information on every aspect of Mountain Lion management.

Mountain Lions - A Big Cat Attacking You – Here you can familiarize yourself with a few rules that can help you survive a Mountain Lion attack.

Mountain Lions in California – This site contains all there is to know about living side by side with the Cougar.

SaveTheCougar.Org - The Michigan Cougar Conservation Effort ... – Here you can read all sorts of information about Pumas and join in a Cougar discussion.

The Mission and Goals of The Cougar Fund – Read about the sacred duty of saving this beautiful animal.

Travel Safety - Mountain Lions – Click here and read about how to dodge a wild cat’s razor-sharp claws.

Verified Mountain Lion Attacks on Humans in California – Here is a list of the most notable Mountain Lion attacks against humans from 1890 through 2007.

