Lviv, the Old Town

Lviv is an interesting and beautiful city, one of the most beautiful in Ukraine. Its historic center, the Old Town, is even included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. The UNESCO had several reasons to make this decision, one of which was that Lviv is the city, where architectural and artistic traditions of Eastern Europe are combined with traditions of medieval Italy and Germany. 

Lviv is really an ancient city. It was founded in 13th century by Daniil Romanovich, also known as Daniel of Galicia. He named the city after his son Lev (Lion). The name “Lviv” signifies “the city of Lion”. 

Lviv is a unique city of Ukraine, because it is the only one that kept its central part from the Middle Ages almost invariable. In the Old Town you can admire buildings of different architectural styles, monuments, museums and churches. In the Old Town Market Square built in 16-18th centuries you can see the Latin Cathedral built in 15th century and Armenian Cathedral dated with 14h century. There is a plenty of churches and cathedrals, among which are Church of the Assumption, the Boim’s Chapel, Church of Body of Christ of the Dominican Order and St. George Cathedral. Lviv Opera House and Stryj park are also worthy of special attention. 

Market Square, situated in the center of the Old Town has 44 burgher houses standing around it. These are, for instance, the King Jan III Sobieski Palace, the Black House, the Lubomirski Palace, the Archbishop’s Palace, the House of Szolc-Wolfowicz and the Venetian House. 

