The dangers of unsecured Internet connection

The desire to be more mobile and to have all information at hand at any point in time and at any place often drives users to connect to unsecured networks. However, most of them are not fully aware of the conditions and the dangers of such connections. The problems are relevant not just for the wireless, but also for wired Internet connections. With an unsecured network, one can never be sure, who the neighbors are and how they are going to behave. 

One of the biggest problems of unsecured connection is that it allows tech-savvy intruders to access valuable data, which is not intended for them but which they can profit from. Some of them might be trying to access e-mails, passwords, pass-codes and other information that is sent electronically. Hotspot Internet carelessness of employees often causes significant leaks of corporate information. Potentially, accessing business slide-shows, exchange of documents and other materials can turn into a serious problem for the employer. One misconfigured machine can easily become a source of headache for the whole corporation. Naturally, security of information is also important for private users who value the data which they are not willing to share.

In fact, connecting to the Internet through any public network should be treated extremely carefully, since it’s not less dangerous than surfing the net with no protection at all. By using unprotected connection one becomes significantly more vulnerable to external attacks. Viruses and worms can be easily spread through a “dirty” public network if users do not take measures for the protection of their computers. In the end, it will always stay one’s own responsibility to protect personal or corporate data from malicious influences of Trojans and other invasions.

Strong authentification, an automatic connection to a VPN and automatic encryption are effective in protecting company computers from the dangers. Besides, one needs to pay more attention to patch management and proper configuration of all devices. Under no conditions should users click on suspicious pop-ups or sign-up for the network with their credit cards or other personal information.
Connect wisely!

